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Introductory 

"Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law ..., 
that we might receive the promise of the Spirit." (Galatians 3:13-14) 

The Lord Jesus Christ died to purchase for the believer an inheritance of His life, His power, His riches and His 
glory. It was expedient that Christ ascend to heaven that the Holy Spirit come to communicate to the church the 
inheritance in a heavenly, resurrected, glorified, ascended, and exalted Christ (John 16:7). Not until Jesus was 
glorified did the Holy Spirit have the full inheritance to convey. 

All things that God the Father has belongs to Christ, God the Son (John 17:7). Although the Lord Jesus Christ 
had for a time voluntarily relinquished Himself of His heavenly possessions, He is now repossessed of them (II 
Corinthians 8:9). It is now for the Holy Spirit of God to take of what is Christ's and reveal it to believers. Christ 
in glory has more to give than Christ on earth: therefore, the church has much more to receive through the Holy 
Spirit than through Christ remaining on earth. Greater is the blessing Christ imparts to earth from His exalted 
position at the Father's throne through the Holy Spirit. Christ purchased our inheritance, and it is the ministry of 
the Holy Spirit to impute and impart the blessings Christ purchased for us at Calvary. When Christ our Lord was 
glorified, the Holy Spirit came to communicate and fulfill to the church the finished works of Christ. The Holy 
Spirit conveys to the hearts of believers the work Christ wrought for us at Calvary. 

The eight ministries of the Holy Spirit presented in this study is the heritage of all believers. 

THE MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT TO THE BELIEVER CAN BE SEEN IN: 
1. being born of the Spirit 
2. baptism with the Spirit 
3. indwelling by the Spirit 
4. sealing with the Spirit 
5. earnest of the Spirit 
6. anointing of the Spirit 
7. quickening by the Spirit 
8. filling with the Spirit 
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Baptism with the Spirit In dwelling of the Spirit 

I Corinthians 12:13 Romans 8:9,11 
II Timothy 1:14 

Born of the Spirit Sealing with the Spirit 

John 3:5-7 II Corinthians 1:22 
Ephesians 1:13; 4:30 

THE HOLY SPIRIT: 

"Christ hath redeemed us from 
the curse of the law .... that we 
might receive the promise of the 
Spirit." 

Galatians 3:13-14 

HERITAGE OF THE BELIEVER 

Earnest of the Spirit 

II Corinthians 1:22 
Ephesians 1:14 

Filling with the Spirit 

Ephesians 518 
Galatians 5:16 

Quickening by the Spirit 
Anointing of the Spirit 

Romans 8:11, 23 
II Corinthians 1:21 I Corinthians 15:36,52-55 

I John 2:27 I Thessalonians 413-18 
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I. BORN OF THE SPIRIT 

To be "born of the Spirit" is required by the Lord Jesus Christ in John 3:3, 5-7) for entrance into the Kingdom 
of God. Instrumental in the new birth is the Word of God (water is the Word) John 5:5 (compare Ephesians 5:26; 
James 1:18; I Peter 1:23; Titus 3:3; Psalm 19:7; John 15:3). 

Also instrumental in this new birth is the Holy Spirit of God (John 3:5-7). As water is referred to as a cleansing 
agent (Ephesians 5:26) being a type of the Word of God, so is the Holy Spirit revealed as an agent of cleansing 
(Titus 3:5). The "washing" of this regeneration (this new birth) is literally a "bathing" of soul spirit, heart, and 
will. It denotes an inward change (Titus 2:14; 3:3; I Corinthians 6:11; II Corinthians 5:17; Romans 6:17-23). 

In our physical birth we received a human and sinful nature and a new physical life. Counter wise, in the new 
spiritual birth, we received a divine nature (II Peter 1:4) and a new spiritual life (John 3:16-18, 36; I John 5:11-13). 
Thus, the inward change is wrought by the Holy Spirit in producing a new nature and a new life through a new 
birth. The moment we appropriate Christ as our personal savior through faith, we are then "born again", born of 
the Holy Spirit. 

2. INDWELLING BY THE SPIRIT 

Romans 8:9-11 refers to "the Holy Spirit of God," and the "Holy Spirit of Christ." Here is presented to us the 
Trinity, the Triune God indwelling the believer. In verse nine we see that "the Holy Spirit of God" indwells the 
believer. Verse nine also relates that "if any man have not the Spirit of Christ he is none of his." If one is not in—
dwelt by the Holy Spirit, he is not saved, not born again, is not a Christian, does not belong to Christ Jesus. Verse 
ten refers to Christ being in the believer. II Corinthians 13:5 commands that we examine ourselves, whether we 
be in the faith, to prove our own selves, whether Christ be in us, or we be reprobates. 

That Christ indwells every true believer is further indicated in I Corinthians 6:19; Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 
3:17; Colossians 1:27; II Timothy 1:14. In light of these Scriptures, the Holy Spirit indwells all believers, or else 
they are not true believers. Therefore, for a Christian to pray to receive the Holy Spirit, is to do so in ignorance. 
For the Holy Spirit has been given and indwells all believers. If one is not so indwelt by the Holy Spirit, that one 
is not saved (born again). The Holy Spirit has been (past tense) given to the believer (II Thessalonians 4:8). 

3. SEALING WITH THE SPIRIT 

God seals the believer with the Holy Spirit (II Corinthians 1:21,22). The Holy Spirit Himself is that seal (Ephe-
sians 1:14). The sealing ministry of the Holy Spirit (like the earnest of the Spirit) has to do with the secur- ity of 
the believer, for the believer is "sealed unto the day of redemption" (Ephesians 1:13,14; 4:30). 

Those who have Christ as their personal Savior, being born again, have (right now) redemption through His 
blood (Ephesians 1:7). The redemption (from the curse of the law) is a present possession of the believer already 
acquired for us by the Savior (Galatians 3:13). If we are genuinely saved, then we are said to be "redeemed." To 
be redeemed is to be bought and delivered from the slave market of sin. The Lord Jesus Christ paid the penalty for 
our sins. We believers are (right now, presently) bought (paid for), redeemed and have the Holy Spirit indwelling 
us (I Corinthians 6:19.20). Redemption is a present possession acquired in time past, the moment we received 
Christ by faith and were born again. 

Yet there is an aspect of redemption that is still future for all believers. The sealing with the Holy Spirit guaran-
tees that future redemption, which is the redemption of the body. 
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The believer already has redemption of soul and spirit. Should the believer die, he is (soul and spirit) "absent from 
the body, and is (soul and spirit) present with the Lord" (II Corinthians 5:8). Though the believer already has re-
demption of the soul and spirit, the redemption of the body is yet future. 

Believers today experience sickness, sorrow, suffering, pain' and death. But one day believers will cease all groan-
ing and enjoy the blessedness of the full promise of the redemption of the body. Believers will (future) then be 
delivered (Romans 8:21-23). Yes, the body shall (future) be raised from the grave; this sin corrupted body shall be 
raised in incorruption. This body shall be changed from mortal to immortal (I Corinthians 15:26, 35, 42, 51-55). 
In comparing I Corinthians 15:52 with I Thessalonians 4:13-17, we find that this future redemption of the body 
will take place at "the coming of the Lord," when we "meet the Lord in the air," at the rapture of the church. This 
redemption of the body, this change, will be experienced by the believers, both those who have died in the Lord, 
and those still living when the Lord comes for His own. This change, this redemption of the body, was also the faith 
of Old Testament saints. It was the faith embraced by Job. (Job 14:14; 19:25-27). 

4. EARNEST OF THE SPIRIT 

In addition to the sealing with the Holy Spirit, the Bible teaches we have the "earnest of the Spirit," which also 
has to do with the security of the believer. Two places in the Scriptures where the sealing with the Spirit is men-
tioned is II Corinthians 1:22 and Ephesians 1:13,14. In Ephesians we are told that we are sealed with the Holy 
Spirit, and that the sealing is "the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession." 

From this we see that all believers have the Holy Spirit, by whom we are sealed, and this is God's earnest 
(pledge) of an inheritance (eternal) that is ours. Our salvation (a final transaction) is secured. Believers are the 
possessions of God, purchased by the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. We have been given the Holy Spirit 
by whom we are sealed, secured. 

The Holy Spirit is the earnest (pledge, token, down payment) promise of our inheritance (Romans 8:17; I Peter 
1:4). The consummation of our inheritance will be ours at the day of the redemption of our bodies (Romans 8:23). 

While we are in "this tabernacle" [body], we therefore "groan, being burdened." While we are at home in this 
body, we are absent from the Lord. We are confident that being absent from the body, we will be present with the 
Lord. The basis for such confidence is that God has given to us believers "the earnest of the Spirit, therefore we 
are always confident" (II Corinthians 5:4-8). 

Yes, the inheritance will be ours, the consummation of our redemption will be ours (on the day of redemption of 
bodies of believers) as promised. We have the earnest,( the pledge, the down payment) of that promise, which is 
none other than the Holy Spirit of God given to us by our Heavenly Father through faith in Jesus Christ. 

5. ANOINTING OF THE SPIRIT 

Before His ascension, the Lord Jesus Christ spoke of "another comforter," to be given by the Father, even the 
Spirit of truth who would dwell with and be in the apostles and would be their teacher (John 14:16,17,26). In John 
16:7, the Lord promised that when the Holy Spirit came, He would "guide them into all truth (verse 13). The 
fulfillment of the promise can be seen in the fact that the Holy Spirit did indeed impart to them truth and caused 
them to record it. "The scriptures came not into being of any private interpretation [decision], not by the will of 
man, but holy men of God spoke as they were borne along by the Holy Spirit as its author. Scripture was given 
by inspiration (God breathed) of God, and not as the product of man (II Timothy 3:16). In fulfillment of Christ's 
promise (John 16:3), the Holy Spirit led the apostles into all truth. 
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A second aspect of the Holy Spirit's leading (guiding into all truth) is that sovereign bestowal of the gift of 
discernment (II Corinthians 12:10). During the time in which Paul wrote to the Christians at Corinth, the canon 
of Scripture was not yet complete. Divine revelation was still being imparted and there was a need for the gift of 
discernment between the spirit of truth and the spirit of error; that which was from God and that which was not. 
This was a gift given by the Holy Spirit individually as He willed (verse 11). With the completion of God's rev-
elation (The Bible) there is no need for the gift in that function. With the need to discern whether or not a writing 
was given by inspiration from God, the gift of such discernment ceased with the completed revelation, the closing 
of the canon of Scripture. 

There is another aspect in which the Holy Spirit leads or guides into all truth for all believers. Not in the inspi-
ration of new revelation as with the writings of the prophets and apostles, the writers of the Scriptures; nor is it the 
gift of discerning whether the "revelation" was or was not a revelation of inspired of God. But there is a ministry 
of the Holy Spirit today whereby He guides the believer in the truth already revealed, (the written Word estab-
lished, The Bible.) This is the anointing of the Holy Spirit. God anoints the believer (II Corinthians 1:21). What is 
invol,ed in that anointing by the Spirit is related in I John 1:20,27. [The anointing of the Spirit in that ministry of 
parting unction (understanding, perception) to the believer.] By the Holy Spirit, the believer is revealed and taught 
Bible truth. It is not the lot of the believer to be confounded (confused) I Peter 2:6). The Lord has no desire that 
His child (by the new birth) be left in the dark, ignorant, unenlightened, and undiscerning. The Lord is able and 
desirous to enlighten our understanding and to impart to the believer the spirit of wisdom and revelation concern-
ing the knowledge of Himself (Ephesians 1:17,18). We are not to be "tossed to and fro, and carried about by with 
every wind of doctrine" and be deceived by false teaching. But by the Word of God (God's written revelation) 
we are to test, try, prove the spirits, whether they are of God (I John 4:1). God has not left His new born babes 
in Christ unto themselves to grope in darkness, bewildered, and ignorant, but has given to them His Holy Spirit 
whose ministry is to instruct, to impart knowledge and understanding. This is that "unction" of the Holy Spirit. 
Not only have we been given God's Word, the Bible, but we have also been given its Author, the Holy Spirit, to 
teach, make meaningful, enlighten, give us spiritual insight into the Word of God. It is the Holy Spirit that God 
reveals and teaches believers (I Corinthians 2:10-13). 

In the fleshly, sinful, unsaved, unregenerate nature, man "receiveth not" [welcomes not] the things (truth) of 
God. "The things of the Spirit are foolishness treated with contempt) by him. The truths of the Spirit cannot be 
known in the natural sinful fleshly nature of man. They can only be spiritually discerned (I Corinthians 2:14). 
Verses 14 through 16 indicates that the capacity for spiritual things is received at the new birth at which time, the 
believer received the Holy Spirit who is able to give to him spiritual discernment in teaching and revealing the 
things of God from the Word of God. This is that anointing ministry of the Holy Spirit to the believer. 

The Lord Jesus had promised that He would not leave us, but as He was to return to the Father, He would send 
to us another comforter (Paraclete; one called along beside, one to help). He sent the Holy Spirit to impart knowl-
edge, conviction, and guide us into all truth. The promise of Christ, that the Holy Spirit would take the things 
(truths) of Christ and "shall show them unto you," finds fulfillment and blessing in the anointing ministry of the 
Holy Spirit (John 16:7-16). 

6. QUICKENING BY THE SPIRIT 

"Quickening by the Spirit" is a term used to describe three different aspects of the Holy Spirit's ministry to the 
believer. 
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FIRST, the quickening by the Holy Spirit describes the act of the Holy Spirit's imparting of spiritual, eternal, 
divine life to the person believing on the Lord Jesus Christ. (John 3:15,16,36), The lost unsaved person (without 
Christ) is dead spiritually (John 5:24) and is said of God to be "dead in trespasses and sins" (Ephesians 2:1). This 
parting of divine life is a quickening of the Spirit spoken of in John 6:63; Ephesians 2:1; and Colossians 2;13. 

It is a mistaken notion that one can try to live the Christian life, divine life. You have to have the life before 
you can live it. The only way one can come into possession of this life is to accept it as a gift. Eternal, spiritual 
life is a gift, a provision of God's grace. (I John 5:11). This life is not found in good deeds, good morals, good 
works, church membership, baptism, communion, respectability, or religion. "This life is in his Son" (I John 5:1). 
To have the Son, is to have eternal life. And the only way one can have the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is 
to receive Him by faith (John 1:12). The moment a person receives Christ as a gift, receives Him by faith, he is 
given eternal life (John 3:16). The Holy Spirit imparts this new life and new divine nature (II Peter 1:4) which is 
referred to as the new birth. 

SECONDLY, the "quickening by the Spirit" describes the Holy Spirit's work of infilling the believer. Romans 
8:11-16 reveals that the Holy Spirit dwelling in the believer "quickens the mortal body." This is a spiritual quick-
ening experienced now, day-by-day. The sins of the fleshly nature are to be mortified (put to death, deaden (Ro-
mans 8:13), for "we are not debtors to the flesh, to live after the flesh (Romans 8:12). There is a continuous need 
to put to death "the deeds of the body." In Romans 8:13 we see that it is the responsibility of the believer himself 
to perform the act of putting to death "the deeds of the body." Therefore, the act of mortifying the deeds of the 
body is an act of self-discipline that the believer is to accomplish by yielding to the Holy Spirit, rather than to yield 
to the flesh. (Romans 8:3-5; 11-14). There is a warfare between the Holy Spirit and the flesh (Galatians 5:16-18). 
The natural result or manifestation of the flesh is sin. The  works of the flesh is failure, defeat, and sin (Galatians 
5:19-21) whereas, the fruit of the Holy Spirit is victory (Galatians 5:22-25). Therefore, we are to walk by means of 
the Spirit and not by means of the flesh (Romans 8:1-5). Because the Holy Spirit indwells and quickens the mortal 
body (Romans 8:11), we are told, "Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh" 
(Romans 8:12). The Holy Spirit is life because of righteousness (Romans 8:10b), and in contrast it is through the 
Holy Spirit that we mortify the deeds of the body (Romans 8:13). Therefore, it is this context that it is said that 
the Holy Spirit quickens our mortal body. 

THIRDLY, in the context of Romans 8:11, we see that as the indwelling Holy Spirit raised up Christ from the 
dead, he shall "quicken our mortal bodies." In this sense of this term's usage, the quickening by the Spirit refers 
to the ministry of the Spirit whereby the physically dead in Christ are raised in resurrection and are made alive. 
The term "quickening by the Spirit" is most frequently used in the sense of quickening of those who are dead 
physically in the resurrection. In Romans 8:9, the holy Spirit is said to be the "Spirit of God" and also the "Spirit 
of Christ." Then in verse 11, the Holy Spirit is said to "quicken our mortal bodies. From this we see that the power 
to "quicken the dead" resides in the Triune God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. God the Father is able to 
quicken the dead (John 5:21; Romans 6:4; 10:9; I Corinthians 6:14). Jesus Christ, God the Son, is "the resurrec-
tion and the life" and is able to quicken the dead (II Corinthians 4:14; John 2:9,21,22; 10:17,18; 11:43,44). The 
Holy Spirit raised Christ from the dead (Romans 8:11; II Corinthians 4:14; I Peter 3:18) and we believers have the 
promise that the Holy Spirit will quicken our mortal bodies, also (Romans 8:11). This quickening is described in 
Romans 8:13; I Corinthians 15:35,42, 50-55 and in I Thessalonians 4:13-18). The indwelling, the sealing and the 
earnest of the Spirit assures the believer that the Holy Spirit, on the day of redemption, will perform the quicken-
ing (resurrection) of our mortal bodies. 
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9. FILLING WITH THE SPIRIT 

The filling with the Holy Spirit is not to be confused with the baptism by the Holy Spirit. The two are different 
ministries of the Holy Spirit. There is a great contrast between the two in both purpose and meaning. Nowhere 
in Scripture are we commanded to be baptized by or in the Holy Spirit, but believers are commanded to be filled 
with the Spirit. Ephesians 5:18 is in the "imperative mood" thereby commanding us to be filled with the Holy 
Spirit. Being in the "present tense", denoting continuos action. Ephesians 5:18 commands that we are literally 
to"be being continuously kept filled." It is therefore a sin (disobedience to a command) not to be filled. Being in 
the "passive voice" reveals to us that there is nothing we can do of ourselves to attain the fullness or filling by the 
Spirit. We are passive vessels (mere recipients); He is the one who does the filling. We cannot produce the filling 
by any self effort, but we can receive it by yielding in submission to Him. 

Ephesians 5:18 also shows a contrast between one drunk with wine, wherein is excess (or riotusness), and one 
who is filled with the Holy Spirit. To be drunk to the point of riotousness reveals "control of alcohol." As a drunk 
no longer has control of himself, but is controlled by alcohol, even so we as believers are (by contrast) to be con-
trolled by the Holy Spirit, thereby resulting in our being moved, motivated, and directed on the course He has set 
for us in conformity with His Word. 

Being in the "present tense," indicating that the filling is to be continuous, is unlike the filling with the Spirit in 
the Old Testament order of God, there Old Testament saints had the Holy Spirit come upon them at various times 
for specific purposes and then departing. In the Old Testament, neither the indwelling nor the filling was perma-
nent, but was temporary; Whereas the indwelling of the Spirit is a permanent relationship for the believer in this 
age, and filling (His control in our lives) is to be continuous. 

As an imperative (a command), it is indicated that one is either filled, or not filled. There is no such thing as a 
partial filling. One cannot be half filled. As a command, we are either obediently filled, or we are disobedient in 
not being filled. We are to understand what the Lord's will is: It is that we are to be filled, and in this we are not 
to be unwise Ephesians 5;17). 

In Luke 11:13 the Lord invited the disciples to ask for the Holy Spirit: (The Holy Spirit had not yet been given). 
John 7:39 indicates that those who asked for the Holy Spirit today (some even pleadingly), do so in ignorance. He 
has already been given. If you do not have the Holy Spirit, you are "none of his," none of Christ's (you are not of 
Christ, not saved (Romans 8:9). After Christ's glorification, the Holy Spirit was given to all believers (John 7:39; 
I Thessalonians 4:8). We are not then to pray for His coming, nor to tarry for His coming, for He has already come 
and indwells all believers. Neither are we commanded to pray for His filling, but are to be obedient and yielded 
and He will fill us. 

Having invited the believers to ask for the Holy Spirit (Luke 11:13), which they evidently had not done, Christ 
later (John 20:22) gave them the Holy Spirit to equip them in their ministry until the time was fully come (Acts 
2:1), when the Holy Spirit's coming in fulfillment of Christ's promise (John 16:7), and after Christ's ascension to 
the Father (John 15:26). On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit's indwelling became a continuous indwelling 
rather than the earlier in dwelling that had been merely temporary. 

How is one to fulfill the command to "be filled with the Spirit" if it is not by tarrying and "praying through," 
not by any effort of our doing? How is it possible? 
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In John 7:37-39 the Lord Jesus Christ prophesied that the Holy Spirit would be given to those who believed on 
Himself, and that it would take place on His glorification. In this discourse, our Lord promised that, emanating 
from within the inner-most being of the believer, "shall flow rivers of living water" (verse 38). This infilling or 
overflowing, existing in and activated from within the believer, is none other than the Holy Spirit (verse 39). If 
the Holy Spirit indwelling all believers is not a filling, overflowing, activating force in the person and life of the 
believer, it is because the Holy Spirit has been "grieved" (Ephesians 4:30) or "quenched" (I Thessalonians 5:19). 

The Holy Spirit is grieved (Ephesians 4:30) by impurity of the believer's life, his personal sins as to his speech 
(verses 25,29,31), by his attitude, (verses 26,31) and by his actions (verses 25,26-28, 31). 

In I Thessalonians 5:19, the Holy Spirit is said to be "quenched" by the believer because of impurity of doctrine 
and impurity of life. 

The believer either walks in dependence upon the Holy Spirit, or he walks in the energy of the flesh. He is either 
controlled by (or is in submission to) the Holy Spirit or to the old sin nature. When one walks by means of the Holy 
Spirit, he does not fulfill the lusts of the flesh (Galatians 5:16). The Holy Spirit produces holy fruit of victory and 
righteousness (Galatians 5:22). When the believer fails to yield, in faith, depending on the Holy Spirit, he reverts 
back to the old sin nature. The self efforts of the flesh produce the "works" of defeat and disgrace. The self—efforts 
(works) of the flesh is not sufficient to produce godliness of life, but only manifests itself in sin (Galatians 5:17-21). 

When the believer sins, he quenches and grieves the Holy Spirit. When that communion between the believer and 
the Spirit is broken, it can only be restored through confession, the only way for the believer to be cleansed from 
his sin. The believer is forgiven his sins, and is cleansed from all unrighteousness upon true confession (I John 1:9). 
Upon being forgiven and cleansed from his sins, the believer is no longer quenching nor grieving the Holy Spirit by 
his sins. Upon being cleansed from all unrighteousness (verse 1:9), and fellowship restored (1:6,7), we are again in 
position to be filled with the Spirit, to know His guidance and His control and His leading in our lives. 

The filling then is based upon a desire for that fullness, and upon appropriating that fullness by faith. As to any 
provision of God's grace, appropriation is always a matter of faith. With sin confessed and cleansed, and fellowship 
restored, the believer is to reckon by faith the filling of the Holy Spirit. The filling will be experienced by faith. 
Colossians 2:16 says, "As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him." Just as we received 
Christ by faith, even so we are to walk by means of Him, by faith. 

It is revealed in Scripture that victory is in Christ, and it is likewise revealed that victory is by the Holy Spirit. It 
is equally claimed in Scripture that the victorious Christian living is by faith as we have seen thus far. Born again 
believers are "overcomers," and our victory is by faith. (I John 5:4). God's Word affirms that we are "more than 
conquerors" through Christ (Romans 8:37). We cannot go wrong affirming what God affirms in His Word; There-
fore, "reckon yourselves (by faith in His promise and provision) to be "dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Romans 6:11). Romans 8:37 declares, "Nay, in all these things we are  more than 
conquerors through him [Christ] that loved us." The word "conquerors" is translated from the Greek word "huper-
nekomen" (the strongest military term in the koine Greek language for victory, meaning "to go beyond victory." 

Note also the following verses pertaining to victory: I Corinthians 2:14; Romans 6:11, 14,22; I John 4:4; 5:4; 
Philippians 2:13; 4:13; I Samuel 17:47. Knowing God's provision for victory, like David, we should "make haste" 
to do God's will (I Samuel 17:48). 

Faith is the victory! By faith we claim God's promises of victory; by faith we depend on (trust) upon God's provi-
sion for victory. God has made victory possible. Grace always speaks of God's provision. Grace is God's Riches 
At Christ's Expense. Grace is God's love and favor given though undeserved and unmerited. 
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As Christ Himself is a gift {John 3:16), so also is the victory in Him a gift. The Holy Spirit is a gift to the be-
liever (John 7:39; 20:22; I Thessalonians 4:8) and so is our victory a gift through His filling. "By grace through 
faith" is God's principle whereby we appropriate that which God has already provided. By faith, you (a be-
liever) received Christ (John 1:12), so (by faith) walk ye in (by means of) Him (Colossians 2:6). As a believer, 
indwelt by the Holy Spirit, neither "grieve" Him (Ephesians 4:30), nor "quench him" (I Thessalonians 5:19), 
but by faith "walk ye in [by means of] him" Galatians 5:16,25). As a believer you have God's provision, the 
indwelling Holy Spirit: By faith, appropriate constantly His filling (literally "be being continually kept filled" 
(Ephesians 5:18b). 
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THE CONTRASTS: (NOTED IN THE CHART 

1. The new (divine) nature  
2. Positive volition (choice)  
3. Yielding not to temptation 
4. Sin confessed  

    

Old sin nature 
Negative volition (choice) 
Yielding to temptation 
Sin unconfessed 
Walk in the flesh 
Carnality 

    

    

    

    

5. Walk in the Spirit 
6. Spirituality  

      

      

      

THE CONFLICT: (NOTED IN THE CHART) 

1. The Holy Spirit v.s. the old sin nature: 

The conflict is not between the two natures of the believer: But spiritual warfare is between 
the old sin nature and the Holy Spirit. It is only the Holy Spirit that can produce victorious 
Christian living. 
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BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 

John the Baptist, speaking prophetically in Matthew 3:11, announced two coming baptisms; one with the Holy 
Spirit, and one baptism with fire. 

In the context of Matthew 3:7-12, there were both saved and unsaved present. John was addressing the repen-
tant, whom he baptized, and the unrepentant Sadducees and Pharisees who were also present. John asked them 
who had warned them to flee the coming judgment of God (verse 7). He told them to produce the fruits worthy of 
proving their repentance (verse 8). Those not bringing forth such fruit would be hewn down as a tree and cast into 
the fire [judgment] (verse 10). Then, in verse 11, he introduced the two coming baptisms, one with (by) the Holy 
Spirit, and one with fire. Verse 12 reveals the contrast of the repentant as wheat gathered into the garner, and the 
impenitent as the chaff whom the Lord will burn with unquenchable fire. The baptism with fire is God's judgment 
upon unbelievers and will be fulfilled as described in I Corinthians 16:22; II Thessalonians 1:8; II Timothy 4:1). 
This prophecy will be fulfilled following the Great White Throne Judgment (Revelation 20:11-15). 

Baptism with the Holy Spirit, prophesied by John the Baptist, was reaffirmed by the Lord Jesus Christ after His 
death, burial, and resurrection. Prior to His ascension, our Lord Jesus, speaking to His disciples said, "... ye shall 
be baptized with the Holy Ghost [Spirit] not many days hence" (Acts 1;5). It is not without significance that we 
note that our Lord made no mention of fire, and that it was to his disciples to whom He was speaking. No unbeliev-
ers (Pharisees or Sadducees) were present; Hence, no mention of baptism by fire (judgment). 

"Not many days hence," the fulfillment of prophecy and promise came (on the day of Pentecost). It came, not 
because saints tarried, prayed through, and sought the Holy Spirit , but the baptism with the Holy Spirit came on 
a specific day appointed, "When the day of Pentecost was fully come" (Acts 2:1). 

Prior to Calvary and Christ's crucifixion, the Lord Jesus had encouraged His disciples to ask for the Holy Spirit. 
(There is no evidence in Scripture that they asked to receive the Holy Spirit). After Christ's death, burial, and 
resurrection, the Lord gave them the Holy Spirit (John 20:22). This giving and receiving of the Spirit was of a 
temporary nature (to equip them for service) as in the Old Testament order of God. The Holy Spirit was given 
temporarily until the Holy Spirit would be given on the day of Pentecost to take up residence and dwell within 
ALL believers from that day forth. 

It was on the appointed day, the day of Pentecost, that the Holy Spirit came, fulfilling the prophetic utterance 
of John the Baptist , and in the fulfillment of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit was promised. He came, and 
began His ministry to the believers , a ministry unique to this dispensation of the Church age. 

The day of Pentecost was fully come ("not many days hence"), as the day promised when the Holy Spirit bap-
tism would take place. The book of Acts however is most replete with the Spirit's filling, rather than other aspects 
of His ministry.. Both the baptism with the Spirit and the fullness of the Spirit occurred on that day, and therefore 
can be easily construed falsely as being two terms identifying the same work. We must be careful to avoid such 
error. 

Baptism with the Spirit is not to be confused with the filling with the Spirit. They are two separate and distinctly 
different ministries. We are commanded to be filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18). In contrast, we are nowhere 
in Scripture commanded to be baptized with the Holy Spirit 

Nowhere in the New Testament is a single individual said to be baptized with the Spirit. This was a baptism of 
the Church, not individual believers.. 
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The baptizing work of the Holy Spirit is a transaction involving every believer in this church age, "For by one 
Spirit are we all baptized into one body..." (I Corinthians 12:13). To seek baptism with (or of) the Holy Spirit, is 
to deny what God's Word says has already taken place. All believers are already baptized. "Are baptized" is in the 
Greek aorist tense, revealing that the transaction was done in the past, in a particular point of time, once for all. 
Having been done (past action) in a particular point of time, (on the day of Pentecost), it is not something that 
transpires at the time one is born again. If the baptism with the Spirit took place the moment a person believed on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, then there would be many baptisms with the Spirit, for every individual that would be born 
again would be baptized with the Spirit upon believing. This is just not the case. 

Nowhere in the Bible is this baptism with the Spirit said to be repeated. The Baptism with the Holy Spirit oc-
curred only on the day of Pentecost, and all believers partake of that one baptism upon believing on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

"Are baptized" is in the passive voice showing that the subject is being acted upon. This is something the Holy 
Spirit has done for us. It is something that we cannot do for ourselves. It is not something to be experienced or 
improved upon. Therefore, it can be seen the baptism with the Spirit is not some second work of grace to be con-
scientiously sought as some great experience. The baptism with the Spirit is a positional truth, not an experiential 
truth. 

The baptism with the Spirit is a ministry of the Spirit upon all believers in this church age, uniting believers and 
uniting all believers to Christ Himself. The baptism with the Spirit is spoken of after the day of Pentecost in the 
book of Acts, in Galatians, in Colossians, and in I Corinthians as having already taken place. All believers  have  
been baptized into one body, the body of Christ (I Corinthians 12:13), which is the Church (Colossians 1:18,24), 

The baptism with the Spirit is that ministry of the Holy Spirit (transaction) whereby believers are united as a 
living member of the body of Christ. We are baptized into that body, placed into that body, united to that body 
as a living member. We are many members (I Corinthians 12:12-14,25) and Christ is the head (Colossians 1:18). 
According to the plain teaching of the Word of God then, the baptism with the Holy Spirit is a separate and dis-
tinctly different ministry from that of the Holy Spirit's filling the believer. The baptism with the Spirit is not to be 
confused with the filling of the Spirit (the empowering, controlling, guiding of the believer's life in daily experi-
ence). By the Holy Spirit, all believers  have been baptized into one body (of believers) so that we sustain a new 
relationship one to the other as "members in particular," and sustain a new relationship to Christ as our Head (our 
authority). 

All believers, having been baptized into that one body, are all members of that one body. Therefore, if one has 
not been baptized with the Holy Spirit, that one is not a member of that one body, and does not sustain the rela-
tionship as a member with Christ as the Head, and is therefor not saved, is not a true believer; Hence, the fullness 
of the Spirit has to do with our daily experience and Christian walk: Whereas, the baptism with the Spirit has to 
do with our position and relationship to Christ and to our fellow believers. 
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CONTRASTS BETWEEN "BEING FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT" 
AND "BAPTISM WITH THE SPIRIT" 

BAPTISM FILLING  

1 The baptism with the Spirit is a positional truth. 1. The filling with the Spirit is an experiential truth. 

2. Therefore, the baptism with the Spirit is no-
where given in Scripture as a command to 
the believer. 

3. The baptism with the Spirit is unrelated 
to Old Testament saints, and is therefore a New 
Testament concept only. 

2. The filling with the Spirit is a command given to 
every believer. (Ephesians 5:18). 

3. The filling with the Spirit is a concept found in 
both Testaments. 

4. The baptism with the Spirit relates to salvation. 4. The filling with the Spirit relates to Christian 
living. 

5. Baptism with the Holy Spirit is a transaction 5. Filling with the Spirit is a relationship of the 
of the Holy Spirit of God that is eternal and believer to the Holy Spirit that needs to be 
irreversible, and therefore is not something maintained continually. It can be "lost" and/but 
that can be "lost." regained. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

THE HOLY SPIRIT AND TONGUES IN THE BOOK OF ACTS 

(THE TRANSITIONAL AND TEMPORARY NATURE OF THE GIFT OF SPEAKING IN TONGUES) 

The temporary nature of "the gift of speaking in tongues" can be clearly understood when its transitional nature 
is noted as revealed in the book of Acts. One can understand why the gift of speaking in tongues was given, when 
one sees the transitional nature of the gift. 

In the book of Acts, only four cases of speaking in tongues is given. They are mentioned there as representa-
tive groups. First, the Jews in chapter two, the Samaritans in chapter eight, the Gentiles in chapter ten, and the 
disciples of John the Baptist in chapter nineteen. 

Again, there are four representative groups speaking in tongues recorded in the book of Acts. However, I want 
us to look at many verses in the book of Acts to show the chronological sequence of events indicating the transi-
tional nature of the gift of speaking in tongues. Then the purpose of why the gift of tongues was given can readily 
be seen. 

Let us look first of all at Acts chapter two and verse one "And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they 
were all with one accord in one place." The phrase, "When the day of Pentecost was fully come," indicates that 
the Holy Spirit came on an appointed day. The word "Pentecost" means fifty. As you study the book of Leviticus, 
chapter 23, you will notice the feast of Pentecost typified the coming of the Holy Spirit. 

The day of Pentecost occurred fifty days after the resurrection of Christ. Leviticus 23:16 states, "Even unto 
the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the 
Lord." This new meat offering then took place fifty days after the previous feast mentioned. The first feast typifies 
the resurrection of Christ. This following feast, the feast of Pentecost, represents the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
There were fifty days between these two and, likewise, in the book of Acts we find that there were fifty days, and 
as we look at Scripture we find that there were exactly fifty days from the resurrection of Christ to the coming of 
the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. Therefore, we have mentioned in the book of Acts, chapter two, the fact 
that Pentecost came at an appointed, predetermined time, fifty days after the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
"When the day of Pentecost (fifty days) was fully come they were all with one accord in one place (Acts 2:1). 

"And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind and it filled all the house where 
they were sitting. And there appeared unto them seven cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them" 
(Acts 2:2,3). It is interesting to note that people who talk about "a new Pentecostal experience" being had today, 
are charismatic experiences without the visible, outward, signs associated with the event occurring on the day of 
Pentecost, the one time event that occurred fifty days after the resurrection of Jesus Christ. We further note that 
the nation Israel required a sign (I Corinthians 1:22), and here in Acts 2:2,3 were given outward visible signs. 

Acts 2:4 says, "And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost [Spirit] and began to speak with other tongues [or 
literally "other languages"], as the Spirit gave them utterance." 

Now notice very carefully verse five, "And there were dwelling [This word "dwelling" in the Greek language 
indicates a temporary dwelling place]. "And there were dwelling [temporarily] at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, 
out of every nation under heaven." These Jews were temporarily dwelling in Jerusalem because they had come 
to Jerusalem to observe the Feast of Pentecost. They had come as devout Jews to observe this Jewish feast. They 
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came from every nation under heaven. Remember that all these Jews assembled here from various Gentile nations 
that had been scattered throughout all the different nations as an act of God's judgement (diaspora) upon the na-
tion Israel. So, here now are many Jews from various nations that had returned to Jerusalem to observe the Feast 
of Pentecost. They were temporarily dwelling here for this religious festivity. 

Acts 2:6 says, "Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together and were confounded [con-
fused], because every man heard them speak in his own language." These Jews out of those different nations heard 
in the language of those nations from which they came. Here it tells about the Jews being confused because every 
men heard words spoken which they heard in their own language. I believe that this is not insignificant. As an 
act of God's judgment upon the nation Israel, they were dispersed throughout various nations. Isaiah 28:11 states 
, "For with stammering lips in another tongue will I speak to this people." According to Isaiah, God is going to 
speak to the nation Israel through another language, a Gentile language. And here in Acts chapter two we find 
the Jews hearing words spoken, which they heard in their own Gentile language, the language of the nation from 
which they came. They had come from every nation under heaven and assembled here in Jerusalem and were 
confused because every man heard words in his own language. "And they were all amazed and marveled saying 
one to another, Behold are not all these which speak Galileans? And how hear we every man in our own tongue, 
wherein we were born?" (Acts 2:7, 8). 

In Acts 2:9-11, countries where these individuals were born and from which they came are mentioned: They 
were Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, dwellers in Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, Asia, Phrygia, 
Pamphylia, and Egypt and parts of Libya about Cyrene, strangers of Rome, they were Jews and proselytes." [Pros-
elytes were those Gentiles who had accepted the God of Israel, the customs of the Jews]. 

Acts 2:11 says: "They were Cretes, Arabians, we do hear these speak in our tongues the wonderful works of 
God. [Notice that it does not say: "We hear these speak in the words of God," but it says,: "We hear these speak 
in the our tongue the wonderful works of God," [the miracles of God]. What was being spoken was concerning 
miracles that had taken place. 

In Acts 2:14,15 it says, "But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men 
of Judea, and all ye that dwell in Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and harken to my words: For those are not 
drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day." 

Notice very carefully verse 16: Peter says, "But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel." There are 
many who claim that Peter was saying here that this is a fulfillment of Joel's prophecy. However, that is not at 
all what he said. "He said, "this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel." The phrase "this is that" is not 
indicating that the event on Pentecost was a fulfillment of Joel's prophecy. Concerning the speaking in tongues on 
the day if Pentecost spoken of in chapter two, "this is that Spirit." This is that Spirit of prophecy, the Holy Spirit 
of God. This is that Spirit spoken of in Joel. He is the same Spirit. 

Peter continues in verse seventeen through 20 saying, "And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I 
will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men 
shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; and on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour 
out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy : And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in 
the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into 
blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come: And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on 
the name of the Lord shall be saved." 

Here we see exactly what Joel mentioned in the second chapter of the book of Joel. There were several things 
that Peter spoke of from the prophet Joel that did not take place on the day of Pentecost. The speaking of tongues 
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was not even mentioned by Joel. Neither did Peter mention it in his sermon when he made reference to Joel's 
prophecy. Peter was merely stating that those who spoke in tongues on the day of Pentecost did so, not because 
they were intoxicated with wine, but they did so as a result of the Holy Spirit of God, the same Spirit spoken of 
by the prophet Joel. 

The events that transpired on the day of Pentecost were not a fulfillment, nor a partial fulfillment, of the proph-
ecy of Joel. The pouring out of God's Spirit mentioned by Joel with the accompanying visions, dreams, prophesy-
ing, and the heavenly and earthly signs of blood, fire, and smoke did not transpire on the day of Pentecost. The 
prophecy of Joel will be fulfilled at the coming (returning) of the Lord Jesus to the earth. Joel said that it would 
take place.... before the great and notable day of the Lord come." These are signs that will take place just before 
Christ our Lord comes to earth. 

When Peter said, in Acts 2:16, "this is that," he was saying, "this is that Spirit." He did not say, This is that 
fulfillment of Joel. Peter was referring to Joel 2:28 which says, "And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will 
pour out my Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, 
your young men shall see visions." Nothing in Joel's prophecy mentions speaking in tongues. But it does say that 
the Holy Spirit "shall be poured out upon all flesh." And in Joel 2:29 God says, "And also upon the servants and 
upon the handmaidens in those days will I pour out my Spirit." On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was not 
poured out "upon all flesh." But merely upon a minority of believers assembled together on the day of Pentecost. 

Joel 2:32 says: "The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and terrible day 
of the Lord come." Neither did these things take place as a fulfillment on the day of Pentecost. That day when the 
Lord returns will be a time when Christ comes to the earth in judgment. In Joel 2:32 it says, "And it shall come to 
pass, that whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem 
shall be deliverance, as the Lord hath said, and in the remnant whom the Lord shall call." In Revelation 6:11 and 
in other places in the Scriptures we find the judgment in the land of Israel during the Tribulation Period, and we 
find that there will be deliverance. But at the end of the Great Tribulation, and just before the Lord returns to the 
earth, these heavenly signs will take place. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon into blood before the 
great and terrible day of the Lord. It is spoken of in Matthew 24:13: "And he that shall endure unto the end, the 
same shall be saved." To him that endureth to the end of what? To the end of the tribulation period, the same shall 
be saved. This is speaking to the nation Israel as the signs of the coming of the end of the world as mentioned in 
verse three. In Matthew 24:14 it says, "And this gospel of the Kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a 
witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come." 

Matthew 24:21,22 says, "For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to 
this time, no, nor ever shall be. And except those days should be shortened, there would no flesh be saved; and for 
the elect's sake those days shall be shortened." So, we see that there will be a time of great destruction. 

Matthew 24:24 says, "For there shall rise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and won-
ders [they'll perform miracles]; insomuch that if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect [the tribulation 
saints]." 

The warning is given in verses 25 and 26: "Behold, I have told you before. Wherefore if they shall say unto 
you, Behold, he [Christ] is in the desert; go not forth: Behold he is in the secret chambers; believe it not." In the 
day of the tribulation period, people are dying, there is great destruction, and people are looking for the coming of 
the Messiah, and some say that He is in the desert and some say that He is in the secret chambers. The Scriptures 
warns, "Believe it not." 

Why not believe them? Because of false prophets, certain signs were given of God that would precede and 
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foretell His coming. Matthew 24:27,28 says, "For as the lightening cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto 
the west; so shall also the coming of the son of man {Christ] be. For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the 
eagles be gathered together." What is said here is that signs in the heavens indicate when there is lightening and 
the eagles gathering show that there are carcases present. It is the very nature of the case. There are signs that 
indicate that these things are taking place. And He says, likewise, don't believe that Christ is in the desert or in the 
secret place. If you hear this message, it is a false message. Don't believe it. Do not believe it because of the very 
nature of the case, because there are no heavenly signs. The Lord is saying that there will be heavenly signs that 
will transpire before His coming and this He mentions in Matthew 24:29,30: "Immediately after the tribulation of 
those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, 
and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:  And then shall appear the son of man [Christ] in heaven: and then 
shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory." In this verse of Scripture we find that even after the tribulation (at the end of the tribulation) 
all these signs will take place; the sun being darkened and the moon not giving her light. These are the signs that 
the prophet Joel spoke of, and that was iterated by the apostle Peter as recorded in Acts chapter two. These are 
heavenly signs that will take place before Christ returns to earth. 

In Matthew 24:31 it says: "And then (after these heavenly signs take place, then) shall appear the sign of the 
son of man in heaven." Don't believe the false message that Christ is in the desert, in the secret chamber, or that 
He is here, or there. Not until you see these signs in heaven will Christ appear, and when He does appear, He will 
appear in the heavens. And when He comes, what will happen? All the tribes of earth will mourn. Why? Because 
it will be a time of judgment. 

Matthew 24:31 says, "He shall send his angel with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his 
elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other." From ever directions they will come. 

In Matthew 24:31 and the following verses he continues to deal with the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
towards the end of the chapter he refers to that coming as a time of judgment. It will be a time of weeping, wail-
ing, gnashing of teeth. When that day of the Lord shall come (verse 50), it will is going to be a time of judgment. 
(verse 51). Christ coming to the earth to execute judgment, to set up His rule, His reign, whereby He will reign 
and rule with a rod of iron as prophesied in the book of the Psalms and the book of the Revelation [of the Lord 
Jesus Christ]. 

And when it says, "And it shall come to pass that whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved, 
[Joel 2:32], " not only is that true of those in the tribulation period that will call upon the name of d the Lord, who 
will turn to Him, who will refuse the mark of the beast, but we find that it is applicable today [Acts 2:21; Romans 
10:13] that whosoever, Jew or Gentile, whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

In the Old Testament, under the law, the Israelites had nothing to do with Gentiles. They had no fellowship 
with Gentiles. They were a separated people. Recall when Christ spoke to the Samaritan woman (part Jew-part 
Gentile) at the well, she asked Jesus, "...How is it that thou, being a Jew, asketh drink of me, which am a woman 
of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans." (John 4:9). "And upon this came his disciples, 
and marveled that he talked with the woman: yet no man said, What seeketh thou? or, Why talkest thou with 
her?" (John 4:27). 

Recall at the beginning of Christ's ministry, He gave His commission to His disciples to go forth and to preach 
the message, to heal, and to raise the dead. He said, "And go only to the house of Israel," not to the Gentile, nor 
to the Samaritan (part Jew - part Gentile) ; but only to the house of Israel (Matthew 10:5,6). Then later at the end 
of the same book, the book of Matthew, we find the Lord Jesus Christ telling His disciples to go to "all nations" 
(Matthew 28:19,20). The books of Matthew, Mark, Luke and Acts are completely transitional and in nature as is 
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much of the book of John. They show a setting that is completely Jewish, then a transition that draws in Samari-
tans and then Gentiles. The whole thrust of the book of Acts deals with this transition from "exclusive Jewish" to 
"inclusive Gentiles." To fail to see this transition is to fail to understand the book of Acts. 

In the early parts of the book of Acts God is dealing with the Jewish nation Israel. It is to these people that the 
Apostle Peter is speaking in Acts 2:38 and then includes the Gentiles in verse 39 when he refers to the Gentiles 
as "to all that are far off." The apostle Paul also states that very same thing in the book of Romans: "Whosoever 
shall call upon the Lord shall be saved" (Romans 10:13). not just the Jew, but the Gentile also, And this is the 
same message in the book of Acts, that whosoever [Jew and Gentile alike] shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved" (Acts 2:21). We must realize that the book of Acts is a transitional book. It is a transition from 
Judaism to Christ and His Church, It is a transition from law to grace. We see the beginning of the development 
of the Church in the book of Acts. 

In Acts 2:38 we find these words: "Then peter said unto them, Repent, and he baptized everyone in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." Those who would repent, 
those who would believe in the Lord Jesus Christ for the remission (dismissal, release, forgiveness) of sins, would 
receive the Holy Spirit just like those individuals who were heard speaking in tongues prior to Peter's preach-
ing. The very proof of the fact that an individual received the Holy Spirit at that particular time, at the time of the 
transitional period, was that he spoke in these languages or tongues. So, Peter said to them, repent and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ. 

The nation Israel needed to repent, The word "repent" (metanoeo) means to "change ones mind." Remember 
the account given in Matthew 21:28-32? It was told that a father sent his two sons to go to work in the vineyard. 
One son said, "I will do it," but did it not. The other son said, "I will not do it," but later repented ( or changed his 
mind) did it." The Scripture said he "repented and went" In other words when he repented, he changed his mind 
and did it. The word "repent" means "to change one's mind." 

When the Lord Jesus Christ and John the Baptist came upon the scene, they both preached repentance to Israel. 
The Israelites needed to repent (change their minds) about righteousness, about judgment. They needed to change 
their minds about Christ. They needed to change their minds regarding the source of righteousness, whether it was 
from self or whether it was from God. So, Peter said to them "Repent" (change your mind). 

Peter said, "Be baptized every one of you in the name of Christ." To be baptized is to identify with Christ. Water 
baptism indicates the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. When a person is baptized, he is indicating his al-
legiance to Christ. He is showing his identification with Christ and Christ's death, burial, and resurrection. The 
gospel has to do with "the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ (I Corinthians 15:1-4). The gospel message 
is salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ and His death, burial, and resurrection. Baptism (being lowered beneath the 
waters and then raised back up out of the water is a picture of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ. And so, 
baptism has to do with identification. 

God had pronounced judgment on the nation Israel. Israel will come into judgment. The Israelites can go on in 
their sins, go on identified with the nation and end in judgment; Or they could be identified with Christ. The bap-
tism Peter spoke of was an identification of believers identifying themselves with Christ and not with the nation 
Israel and its judgment. Therefore, they would have their sins forgiven. 

Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for (in view of the 
fact of) the remission [forgiveness] of sins" (because your sins have been forgiven) The Scripture says, "And ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is given unto you, and to your children, and to all them 
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call" (Acts 2:38b,39). Peter is saying to these Jews 
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that, they need to change their mind about Jesus Christ and be baptized. By so doing, they can terminate or sever 
their identification with the judgment coming upon Jerusalem and Israel, and with baptism they could identify 
themselves with Christ. So, the Word of God was preached to the Israelites, and there were many saved, many 
added to the Church (Acts 2:44). 

Acts 3:19 says, "Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the time of re-
freshing shall come from the presence of the Lord." Repent ! They needed to change their minds about pharisaical 
righteousness (self-righteousness), about law righteousness. They needed to change their minds about Christ and 
about the basis of forgiveness. That basis is Christ, not works, not self-effort. And Acts 4:12 says, "Neither is there 
salvation in any other; for there is none other name under heaven given among men, where by we must be saved." 

Salvation is in Christ and in no other. Not in the name of Protestantism, Catholicism, Buddhism, Hinduism, the 
religion of Islam, or anything else, only in the name of Christ. None other name under heaven given among men 
whereby we must be saved. Jesus only! "Jesus" means "Jehovah Savior." Jesus, God incarnate, saves, and Him 
alone. So, the message of salvation in Christ was preached. 

It shall be carefully noted that such heresy has resulted from false doctrines being formed on the synoptic gos-
pels and the book of Acts. Scriptures taken from these books without regard to their transitional nature have been 
used to build and confilm the false teachings of satanic cults such as the Charismatic, the Cambellite, the Roman 
Catholic and others. These cults also fail to take the Scriptures in the context of which they were given. As an ex-
ample, Acts 2:38 is often eluded to be cultists who falsely teach the heresy of "baptismal regeneration" (salvation 
by baptism). They exclude the teaching of the Apostle Peter's sermon that precedes their pet verse. Peter preached 
Christ "approved of God" by the miracles Christ performed (Acts 2:22), "Christ crucified" (Acts 2:23), "Christ's 
resurrection" (Acts 2:24), Christ confirmed by the Prophet Daniel as the ruling King (Acts 2:25-35). 

It was this message concerning Christ that the Holy Spirit used to bring conviction in the hearts of the Jews to 
whom Peter was preaching (Acts 2:36,37). The Christ of whom Peter spoke was both Lord and Savior. Salvation 
was in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and His death, burial, and resurrection. Salvation was not by baptism. 
Those who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ were saved. Those who were thus saved, were then identified with 
Christ and His death, burial, and resurrection by being baptized (immersed). Buried in the baptismal waters (like 
unto His burial), and raised from the baptismal waters (like unto His Resurrection), the believer, in this act of 
identification and dedication, proclaims his dying to self and his living unto Christ. 

Acts 8:14 says, "Now when the Apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the Word 
of God, they sent unto them, Peter and John: who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might 
receive the Holy Ghost." 

Here we have the Samaritans, a racially mixed breed who were partly Jew and partly Gentile. These Samaritans, 
having received the Word of God, were saved. Verses 15 through 17 says, concerning Peter and John, "... prayed 
for them that they might receive the Holy Ghost: For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then laid they their hands upon them, and they received the Holy Ghost." 

Until this time, the Jews had been saved, had received the Holy Spirit. Although the Samaritans were saved, 
and were baptized, they had not received the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit had "fallen upon none of them." These 
Samaritans received the Holy Spirit only when the Apostles laid hands upon them. The Apostles, who represented 
the church, came to them the Samaritans, laid hands upon them identifying them with the Church and with the 
Apostles of the Church. The act of laying on of the hands is that of identification. 

First, the Holy Spirit came upon the Jews, secondly upon the Samaritans and now in Acts 10:1 we see the Holy 
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Spirit come upon the Gentiles. Acts 10:1 states: "There was a man of Caesarea called Cornlius, a centurion of the 
band called the Italian band. Here was Cornlius, a Gentile, who in a vision, saw an angel of God who told him to 
send men to Joppa to find Peter. Then, concerning Peter, Acts 10"10-17 says, " And he became very hungry, and 
would have eaten: but while they made ready, he fell into a trance, and saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel 
descending unto him as it had been a great sheet knit at the four corners, and let down to the earth, and wild beasts, 
and creeping things, and fowls of the air. And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill and eat. But Peter said, 
Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean. And the voice spake unto him again 
the second time, What God hath cleansed, that call not thou unclean. This was done thrice: and the vessel was 
received up again into heaven. now while Peter doubted in himself what this vision which he had seen should 
mean, behold, the men which were sent from Cornlius had made inquiry for Simon's [Peter's] house, and stood 
before the gate." 

The animals seen by Peter were ceremonial unclean under Old Testament law. Therefore, Peter would not eat 
them. The voice spoke to Peter three times telling him, "What God hath cleansed, that call thou not common." Not 
only were certain animals ceremonial unclean and not to be eaten under the Old Testament law, but also Gentiles 
were unclean under the law and the nation Israel was therefore were to be separate from the Gentiles, having no 
dealings with the Gentiles. But here we have a transition period in the book of Acts where God is changing that 
order. God is not dealing with the nation Israel, but He is calling out a people for His name, bringing about the 
Church, the body of Christ, made up of both Jew and Gentile. And so, He is here breaking down the wall of sepa-
ration, this partition between Jew and Gentile. So, God tells Peter that these things are not unclean, don't call them 
unclean, for God has cleansed them. 

Peter journeyed to Caesarea with the servants of Cornlius, and in the presence of Cornlius and others spoke: 
"And he said unto them, Ye know how that it is an unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to keep company, or 
come unto one of another nation; but God hath shewed me that I should not call any man common or unclean. 
Therefore came I unto you without gainsaying, as soon as I was sent for: I ask therefore for what intent ye have 
sent for me?" (Acts 10:28,29). Cornlius answered Peter, telling him that while fasting and praying a man stood 
before him in bright clothing, telling him that he was to send for Simon Peter "who shall speak to thee." "Then 
Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is not a respecter of persons; But in every nation 
he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness is accepted with him. The word which God sent unto the children 
of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:) ..." (Acts 10:34-36). 

God is no respecter of persons, but in every nation there are those acceptable to Him. He is Lord of all, not the 
Jew only, but to the Gentile also. Peter then begins to preach Christ: His deity (verse 38), the crucifixion of Christ 
(verse 39), the resurrection of Christ (verse 40), and the coming judgment by Christ (verse 42). Then in verse 43, 
Peter says concerning Christ: "To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name [Jesus Christ , whoso-
ever [Jew or gentile] believeth in him shall receive remission [forgiveness] of sins." 

God is not dealing only with the nation Israel. But in this transitional period in the book of Acts, God is deal-
ing also with the Gentiles. He is dealing with Cornlius, a Gentile, as well as with Jews. Peter recognizes that God 
has dealt with him by letting down the sheet and saying, "These things are not unclean, Gentiles are not unclean, 
Don't call them unclean. And here Peter says that "God is no respecter of persons." Both Jew and Gentile alike 
are accepted by God.... No longer is there a separation, a division, a partition between Jew and Gentile. That is 
what Paul said in Galatians 3:28: "There is neither Jew nor Greek [Gentile], there is neither bond nor free, there 
is neither male nor female: for all one in Christ Jesus." And to the believers in Corinth, Paul wrote, "Far by one 
Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have 
been all made to drink into one Spirit" (I Corinthians 12:13). 

Paul speaks of those who have been saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ and says: "Wherefore remem- 
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ber, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the 
Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the com-
monwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: 
But now in Christ ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who 
hath made both [Jew and Gentile] one and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; Having 
abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law and commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself 
of twain one new man, so making peace; And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, hav-
ing slain the enmity thereby; And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them which were 
nigh. For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. Now therefore ye are no more strangers 
and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; And are built upon the founda-
tion of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone.; In whom all the building fitly 
framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: In whom ye are builded together for an habitation of 
God through the Spirit" (Ephesians 2:11-29). 

Gentiles who were afar off, as strangers and foreigners, and aliens are now brought together with the Jew by the 
blood of Jesus Christ. The middle wall of petition is broken down in Christ. In Christ, the enmity between Jew 
and Gentile is abolished, and there is peace. In Christ, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances 
demanding the Jews to be separate from the Gentiles is abolished. Christ has made himself of twain [Jew and 
Gentile] one new man [body or entity], so making peace in reconciling both Jew and Gentile unto God in one 
body [of believers, the Church] by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby. Through Christ alone both Jew and 
Gentile have access by one Spirit unto the Father. The wall of separation between the Jew and Gentile, spoken of 
in the New Testament, has been broken down throughout the book of Acts. In this transitional period, God is not 
dealing with the Jew and the Gentile as separate entities, but is creating a new entity, the Church which is made 
up of both (Jews and Gentiles) in Christ. 

In the book of Acts we see God saving first Jews, then secondly Samaritans, then thirdly Gentiles. In Acts 10:43 
Peter, preaching Christ crucified, resurrected and coming in judgment, says concerning Christ: "To him give all 
the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever [Gentiles as well as Jews], believeth in him shall receive 
remission [pardon or forgiveness] of sins." Then: "While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all 
of these which heard the word. And they of the circumcision [Jews] which believed were astonished, as many 
as came with peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. For they heard 
them [Gentiles] speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, can any man forbid water, that these 
[Gentiles] should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we [Jews]? And he commanded 
them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days" (Acts 10:44-48). 

Why were the Jewish believers astonished? Because upon the Gentiles was also poured out the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. How do we know that these Gentiles received the Holy Spirit? How do we know that these Gentiles, these 
lowly dogs as they were often called by Jews, these Gentiles that the Jews were forbidden to have anything to 
do with according to Old Testament law? How do we know that they had the Holy Spirit of God poured upon 
them? Acts 10:46 says, "For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God." The speaking in tongues 
was the very evidence that God was accepting, saving, and dealing with Gentiles. The speaking in tongues was 
the evidence that God had poured out His Holy Spirit upon these Gentiles. The proof of the fact is that they were 
speaking in tongues indicated that God had accepted the Gentiles and was doing a work with them. This is the 
very purpose why speaking in tongues was given in the early Church, in the transitional period, revealed in the 
book of Acts. The gift of speaking in tongues was given as an evidence (a sign which Jews required) to the Jews 
that Gentiles also had received the Holy Spirit. That need is now past. Therefore, the need for speaking in tongues 
is no more. 

Having heard the Gentiles speaking in tongues, Peter now asked the Jewish believers, "can any man forbid 
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water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost, as well as we [Jews]? And he com-
manded that they be baptized" (Acts 10:46,47a). Can you forbid them to be baptized? To be a part of the Church? 
Because God has accepted the Gentiles, as evidence by their speaking in tongues, can you do any less? God has 
accepted them, done a work in them whereby they glorify God, and has given to them the Holy Spirit as well as 
we. We see the evidence of it by their speaking in tongues. "And he commanded them to be baptized in the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ.' 

Acts 11:1-3 says, "And the apostles and brethren that were in Judaea heard that the Gentiles had also received 
the word of God." You see it was not only Jews receiving the Word of God, and then the Samaritans (part jew-part 
Gentile) receiving the Word of God, but you now have the Gentiles receiving the Word of God also."The apostles 
and brethren that were in Judaea heard that the Gentiles had also received the word of God. And when Peter was 
come to Jerusalem, they that were of the circumcision [those that were Jews], contended with him, saying, Thou 
wentest in to men uncircumcised, and did eat with them." You went in and had fellowship and ate with Gentiles 
thereby breaking Jewish law. "But Peter rehearsed the matter from the beginning, and expounded it by order 
unto them saying..." (Acts 11:4). Here we have the Apostle Peter relating all about being in the city of Joppa and 
about the sheet that was let down with all the four footed beasts, and creeping things and the fowls of the air and 
the Lord saying, Arise Peter, slay and eat. And Peter saying, No, Lord, I won't touch anything that is unclean. 
And God saying, that what I have cleansed, don't call common (Acts 11:9). Then Peter reiterated how that these 
Gentiles believed and were saved. 

In Acts 11:15-18 Peter says, "And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them [Gentiles] as on us [just 
like us Jews] at the beginning, Then remembered I the word of the Lord how that he said, John indeed baptized 
with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost. Forasmuch then as God gave them [Gentiles] the like 
gift [gift of the Spirit] as he did unto us [Jews], who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ. What was I, that I should 
withstand God? When they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God saying, Then hath God 
also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life." 

Acts 11: 19-24 relates: "Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about Stephen 
travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they were come unto Antioch spake unto the 
Grecians, [the Greeks, Gentiles] preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with them and a great 
number believed, and turned unto the Lord. And then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church 
which was at Jerusalem; and they set forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch. Who when he came, and 
had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all that with purpose of heart that they would cleave unto 
the Lord. For he was a good man and full of the Holy Ghost and faith: and as much people was added unto the 
Lord." Here we see that Gentiles were believing, accepting the Word preached concerning Christ, being saved, 
and "added unto Christ." 

Acts chapter thirteen introduces us to the Apostle Paul and his first missionary journey. In Antioch of Pisidia 
Paul preaches justification from sin by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. In Acts 13: 38,39 it says, "Be it known unto 
you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man [Christ] is peached unto you the forgiveness of sins: And 
by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses." Not 
only are we not saved by the law of Moses, but salvation is only through Christ. Justification is through Christ. 
Paul says, "by him [Christ] all [Jew and Gentile] who believe are justified from all things." 

In acts 13:44-48 is says, "And the next sabbath day came almost the whole city together to hear the word of 
God. But when the Jews saw the multitude, they were filled with envy, and spake against those things which were 
spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming. Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, it was necessary 
that the word of God should be first spoken to you [Jews]: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves 
unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles. For so hath the Lord commanded us saying, I have set 
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thee to be a light to the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth. And when the 
Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord and as many as were ordained to eternal 
life believed. I realize that many take this last phrase out of context and falsely interpret that some are ordained 
to eternal life and others are not. No, that is not at all what it is saying. Look at the context. What is Paul really 
saying? Paul is saying to the Jews (in verse 46) that, he is turning to the Gentiles. In verse 47, Paul says that the 
Lord has sent him to be a light to the Gentiles, indicating that the Gentiles are ordained to be saved as well as Jews. 
Gentiles are ordained to have eternal life; not only Jews, but Gentiles also. 

Acts 13:48 says, 'And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and 
as many as were ordained to eternal life believed." The Gentiles received eternal life. They believed. That God 
has ordained Gentiles, as well as Jews, to be saved is the great theme of the book of Acts. The book of Acts is 
a narrative revealing the transition from Judaism to Christ and His Church. In the book of Acts we see the early 
church made up of exclusively of Jews, then later Samaritans, and then Gentiles are added. That Gentiles have 
been ordained to eternal life and should be accepted on an equal basis with the Jews of the early church is the 
central theme of the book of Acts. 

After the Jews at Antioch had ".... stirred up the devout, and honorable women, and the chief men of the city, 
and raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of their coasts (Acts 13:50), Paul and 
Barnabas came to Iconium (Acts 13:51). There ... "they both went forth together into the synagogue of the Jews, 
and so spake, that a great multitude of both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed" (Acts 14:1). Not only is 
God dealing with Jews, but He is also dealing with the Greeks (Gentiles). Look at Acts 14:27: "And when they 
were come, and had gathered the church together, they rehearsed all that God had done with them, and how he 
had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles." 

Yes, God opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. Gentiles are also ordained to eternal life. God is dealing with 
Gentiles. God is accepting Gentiles. God is saving Gentiles and adding them to His Church, the body of Christ 
(the body of true believers). God is working a work of grace in the hearts of Gentiles as well as Jews, a fantastic 
thing that many Jewish minds could not understand or believe. So, here is this heavenly sign given, a sign where-
by these Gentiles are speaking in tongues as well as Jewish believers, indicating that God has given to Gentiles 
the Holy Spirit as well. The whole purpose speaking in tongues was to reveal to the Jews (as a sign to the Jews) 
that God also is accepting Gentiles. 

Acts 15:1 says, "And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except ye be 
circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved." A false teaching of salvation by works being in-
jected here! It was taught that one had to keep the law and had to be circumcised in order to be saved. There arose 
a controversy over this false doctrine. 

Under Old Testament law, the Jews had no fellowship with the Gentiles. Under New Testament grace the early 
church was comprised of Jews who had difficulty accepting this new principle. It could only become acceptable by 
Jewish believers as the apostles of Christ proclaimed it, the Holy Spirit convicted them of it, and God gave them 
the sign of speaking in tongues (languages) as evidence that Gentiles were also accepted of God into the fold (the 
church). As Gentiles were saved and added to the church, many Jews desired that the Gentiles be placed under the 
law and be circumcised. Many of the Jewish Christians were adamant about it. Under Old Testament law, those 
Gentiles who accepted the God of Israel, the religion of Israel, were placed under the law as proselytes. In the syn-
optic gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) and the book of Acts we are dealing with a transitional period. It is the 
period of time when God is dealing first with the Jews, secondly with the Samaritans, and thirdly with the Gentiles. 
It is a transition between law and grace, from Judaism to Christ and His Church. It is a period of time when the 
law, circumcision, and other practices of Judaism is on the way out, and God is beginning a new program, a new 
covenant, a new testament, a new economy which is to include Gentiles. It is a period of time when God is tem- 
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porarily setting aside the nation Israel (Judaism as a form of worship) and is beginning a new entity, the Church, 
the body of Christ. 

Acts 15:8-11 says, "And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them [the Gentiles] witness, giving them the 
Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us [Jews]: And put no difference between us [Jews] and them [the Gentiles] 
purifying their hearts by faith. Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke [or burden] upon the neck of the 
disciples, which neither your fathers nor we are able to bear? But we believe that through grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ we shall be saved even as they. Paul discredits the putting on the burden of law and circumcision upon the 
new Gentile converts. Some of the Jewish believers wanted to place the Gentile believers under the law. But Paul 
says No! God had given the Gentiles the Holy Spirit just as He had the Jew (as was evidenced by their speaking in 
tongues during that period. God had purified the hearts of the Gentiles as well as Jews. God had made no differ-
ence between Jew and Gentile. Both were equally accepted by Him. 

Acts 15:14 says, "Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people 
for his name." Here is the object of the Dispensation of Grace, the Church age, that God would take out from 
among the Gentiles a people for His name. It is Gentiles, for the most part, that is to make up the new entity, 
the Church. So God is taking out of the Gentiles a people for His name, making them of the body of Christ, the 
Church. 

Acts 15:15,16 says, "And to this agree the words of the prophets, as it is written, After this I will return, and will 
build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it 
up." These two verses are very important verses. Here we have the key verses to the book of Acts. Here is a state-
ment as to the purpose of the book of Acts. Here is a sum total of what the book of Acts is all about. Here is a 
declaration of God's program (plan, purpose) for this dispensation. First of all, after God takes out of the Gentiles 
a people for His name, (establishes the Church made up basically of Gentiles) ... "after this I will return. " God 
promises that after taking out of the Gentiles a people for His name, after this He will return and He will build 
again the tabernacle of David. In other words, after God takes out a people for His name, Gentiles, indicating the 
formation of the Church; when the church age closes, after God so deals with the Gentiles, then He will return and 
He will again deal with the nation Israel nationally, He will deal with Israel in fulfillment of prophecy concerning 
them. He will deal with Israel in judgment (the tribulation period) and in blessing (the Millennium). 

Acts 15:17-19 says, 'That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my 
name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things, Known unto God are all his works from the beginning 
of the world, Wherefore my sentence is that we trouble not them, which from among the Gentiles are turned to 
God." Before God deals again with the nation Israel in fulfilling Bible prophecy, He will establish His Church 
made up primarily of Gentiles. These Gentile believers are not to be "troubled" (Acts 15:19). Neither or they to 
be "subverted" with false teaching concerning "circumcision" and "keeping the law." The apostles had given "no 
such commandment" to such false teaching (Acts 15:24). 

Acts 18:24-28 says, "And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in 
the scriptures, came to Ephesus. This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in the Spirit, 
he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John. And he began to speak 
boldly in the synagog: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto 
him the way of god more perfectly. And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting 
the disciples to receive him: who when he was come, helped them much which had believed through grace: For 
he mightily convinced the Jews, and that publickly, chewing by the scriptures that Jesus was Christ [Messiah]. 

Appolos, an Alexandrian Jew, came to Ephesus preaching. He was very limited in his theology and in his 
preaching, for he knew only the baptism of John the Baptist. Aquila and his wife Priscilla took him aside and "ex- 
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pounded unto him the way of God more perfectly [literally ... more exactly, more accurately, more carefully, to a 
more specific degree]. In other words, Apollos knew only about the and the message of John the Baptist. He was 
evidently not preaching Christ, nor did he know anything about the Holy Spirit. After being instructed by Aquila 
and Priscilla, Apollos journeyed to Achaia where he was able to "shew by the scriptures that Jesus was Christ 
[Messiah]. Later the apostle Paul came through Ephesus and evidently came upon some converts of Apollos who, 
like Apollos, knew nothing of the Holy Spirit, being disciples of John the Baptist. 

Acts 19:1-6 says, "And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the up-
per coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, He said unto them, Have you received the Holy Ghost 
since [ or literally ... when or upon believing, or since you believed]? And they said unto him, We have not so 
much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And 
they said, Unto John's baptism. Then said Paul, John [the Baptist] verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, 
saying unto the people that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 
When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands upon 
them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake in tongues, and prophesied." Acts 19:1-6). They had thus 
identified themselves with the message of the prophet John, which was dispensationally Old Testament in nature 
(character). They had identified themselves with John's message "Repent for the kingdom of heaven, the kingdom 
of God, was at hand." Paul, the apostle to the Church, exhorted them that they should believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ who was to come after John (Acts 19:4). After hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus" (Acts 19:5). This baptism identified them with the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

After being baptized and identifying with the Lord Jesus Christ, Paul "laid his hands upon them and the Holy 
Ghost came upon them; and they spake in tongues, and prophesied" (Acts 19:6). Paul laying his hands upon these 
disciples of John the baptist was a sign of identification. Here we have Jews coming into a new dispensation and a 
new authority. Therefore, Paul representing the church, laid his hands upon them. They were being identified with 
the church. Jews of another dispensation being identified with the church in a case that can not happen today. We 
have here Jews receiving the added benefits of the age of grace [church age] and receiving the Holy Spirit. This is 
a case that can not happen today. It is a case transitional in nature. It was a transitional nature as was the healing 
of the breach between Jews and Samaritans. There is no such condition today and cannot occur again. 

There are basically four representative groups mentioned in the book of Acts that spoke in tongues. First of 
all were the Jewish believers on the day of Pentecost mentioned in the book of Acts, chapter two. Secondly, Sa-
maritans in the book of Acts, chapter eight. Thirdly, the Gentiles in the book of Acts, chapter ten. And fourthly, 
the disciples of John the Baptist in the book of Acts, chapter nineteen. Receiving the Holy Spirit and speaking in 
tongues were four representative groups. The book of Acts is an account of a transitional period in which the God 
of Israel is dealing with men and bringing in Gentiles as well as Jews into a relationship with Himself and thus 
building the Church. 

Acts chapter twenty, verse twenty—one says, "Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance 
toward God, and faith toward the Lord Jesus. 

Acts 26:20 says, "But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of 
Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet [suitable] for repen-
tance." So, here again and again, we find in the book of Acts, the resounding theme that Gentiles are being ac-
cepted of God, saved, and added to the church as well as Jews. 

Acts 26:23 says, "That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, and 
should shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles." Over and over, in the book of Acts, the whole emphasis 
is the fact that God is accepting Gentiles as well as Jews. And at the close of the book, the last chapter of the 
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book of Acts, the apostle Paul says in chapter twenty-eight and verse twenty-six: "Saying, go unto this people, 
and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; seeing ye shall see, and not perceive." God has told Paul 
to tell the nation Israel that the nation is in spiritual blindness, not receptive to His Word, being without spiritual 
understanding and perception. 

In Acts 28:27 Paul continues God's message to Israel saying: "For the heart of this people is waxed gross [grown 
deaf], and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; least they should see with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them." The nation 
Israel had closed their eyes, ears, and heart to the message of God. This apostasy, turning from the truth, was much 
like the apostasy Israel was in at the close of the Old Testament canon of Scripture at which time John the Baptist 
and Christ came on the scene. This turning from the truth was a willful act that brought upon Israel God's judg-
ment of blindness, (judicial blindness), of which Paul speaks of in the book of Romans 11:25b: "...."that blindness 
in part is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in." This is the reason that few Jews are 
being saved today. judicial blindness "until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in." When the church age comes 
to an end, God will again deal with the nation Israel, in the tribulation judgment and in millennium blessings. Dur-
ing the tribulation period when God is dealing with the Jews, at which time the anti-Christ is revealed, it will then 
be the Gentiles that will be under judicial blindness: "And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion that 
the should believe a lie: that they might be damned who believe not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness 
(II Thessalonians 2:11,12). To prefer unrighteousness to truth, to turn from truth rather than embrace it, brings 
judgment, darkness, and alienation from God. 

At the end of the book of Acts it is recorded that the nation Israel was growing deaf to the message of God, not 
wanting to see, hear, nor experience the result of understanding, perceiving and embracing the truth, healing and 
conversion (Acts 28:26,27). 

In Acts 28:28 Paul says, "Be it therefore known unto you, that the salvation of God is sent to the Gentiles, and 
that they will hear it." 

The last chapter and verse of Acts (Acts 28:31) ends thusly: "Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching 
those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him." No man forbid-
ding him: No man to hinder the message of God to the Gentiles. God is dealing with the Gentiles as well as the 
Jews in the book of Acts. The very fact that the Gentiles spoke in tongues shows that they had received the gift 
of the Holy Spirit, a gift from God, that God was doing a work in them as well as with Jews. And that the Jew-
ish believers were not to hinder that work, but were to accept it. As the early church made up of both Jews and 
Gentiles. Jew and Gentile were reconciled unto God in one body (the church) with the wall of separation between 
them dissolved. Or as Paul put it in Ephesians 2:16, "And that he [God] might reconcile both [Jew and Gentile] 
unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby." 

God has brought forth a new entity, the church, by means of the sacrifice of Christ on the cross for the sins of the 
world. The church is made up of (consists of) both Jew and Gentile believers. In the book of Acts is a transitional 
period where God is dealing with the nation Israel and then turns to deal with the Gentiles. In doing this work, 
God used the instrument of speaking in tongues, a transitional measure, to show Israel (as a sign to Israel) that He 
was accepting Gentiles as well as Jews. That God was accepting gentiles as well as Jews, was the very purpose 
why the gift of speaking in tongues was given as revealed in the book of Acts. The gift of speaking in tongues is 
of a transitional measure and therefore is not a gift for today. 
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CHAPTER 3 

THE GIFT OF TONGUES IN THE BOOK OF FIRST CORINTHIANS 
(Chapters 12, 13, 14) 

SPEAKING IN TONGUES: 
NOT THE RESULT OF BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 
(A Study in I Corinthians, chapter 12) 

In the book of First Corinthian 12:1, the Apostle Paul, writing to the church at Corinth, tells them: "Now con-

cerning spiritual gifts brethren, I would not have you to be ignorant." The Apostle Paul,is here writing concerning 

spiritual gifts that were given by the Holy Spirit to equip the saints for service. In verse four of the same chapter 

Paul says, "Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Holy Spirit," indicating that there were various gifts 

that were dispersed and yet it was the same Holy Spirit that gave the various gifts. Then in verses ten and eleven 

he says, "To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another 

divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues; But all these worketh that one and the selfsame 

Spirit, dividing to every man severally [or individually] as he will." These verses indicate to us that, the Holy 

Spirit was giving various gifts (or different) gifts as he willed to every person individually. Therefore, all do not 

have the same gift. In verse twelve Paul says, "For as the body is one, and hath many members of that one body, 

are one body: so also is Christ." 

In verse thirteen, of I Corinthians, Paul goes on to say, "For by one Spirit, are we all baptized into one body, 

whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been made to drink into one Spirit." This 

verse tells us that, by the Holy Spirit, we are all baptized into one body. Whether a Jewish believer or a Gentile 

believer, all have been made to drink into the one Spirit. The scripture here tells us very plainly that we are all 

baptized into one body, as believers whether Jew or Gentile. There are many today who demand and dictate that 

"every believer should seek the baptism of the Holy Spirit." Yet, to seek the baptism with the Holy Spirit is to 

deny what the Word of God says has already taken place. All believers  are baptized. For the Scriptures say, "For 

by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body." All believers are baptized into that one body of believers, the 

Church, which is the body of Christ. Also in verse thirteen„ the phrase "are we all baptized" is in the aorist tense 

indicating that it is an event that transpired in a particular point in time, in a once and for all transaction. The bap-

tism with the Holy Spirit took place in a certain point of time. It took place on the day of Pentecost as a one time 

transaction. Therefore, it is not an event that takes place over and over, time after time. Nor does it take place at 

various times with various individuals. Therefore, in a point of time, on the day of Pentecost, all believers were 

baptized into one body. In the mind of God (in eternity past) there would be a Church, the body of Christ, the 

Bride of Christ, which would be a body of believers made up of both Jews and Gentiles. As believers, they were 

all partakers of the Holy Spirit of God. They were all made to "drink into the one Spirit. All were baptized into 

one body. 

According to the Old Testament order, mankind was divided into two bodies or groups — Jew and Gentile. 

There was a middle wall of partition (the law) dividing the two. In this Church age (this dispensation of Grace) 

that wall of partition is eliminated. 

The Apostle Paul writes of this separation between Jew and Gentile being done away with in the Book of Gala-

tians 3:26-28: "For ye are all [both Jew and Gentile] the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of 

you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor 

free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus." Paul also repeats this wall of separation 

in Ephesians 2:14-16: "For he [Christ] is our peace, who hath made both [Jew and Gentile] one, and hath broken 
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down the middle wall of partition between us Pews and Gentiles]; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even 
the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making 
peace; And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:" 

The body spoken of in I Corinthians 12:13 into which all true believers are baptized is often referred to as "The 
Church." For example: In the book of Colossians , chapter one, verse eighteen reads, "And he [Christ] is the head 
of the body, the church." Then again in verse twenty-four it refers to "... his[ Christ's] bodies sake, which is the 
church." I Corinthians 12:13 tells us: "For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body." This body refers to the 
church, the body of all born again believers, which is made up of many members. If a person is a true believer, is 
truly saved by grace through faith in Christ our perfect and complete sacrifice for all of our sins... then he is part 
of that body, the church. For all are baptized into that one body of believers. 

Many err in assuming that the baptism with the Spirit is synonymous with speaking in tongues. Baptism with 
the Holy Spirit has nothing at all to do with speaking in tongues. The gift of speaking in tongues was given by 
the Holy Spirit to those to whom He so willed. Different believers had various gifts. Not all were given the gift 
of speaking in tongues. And yet, "all are baptized into one body." Speaking in tongues then is not the result of the 
baptism with the Holy Spirit; but rather, the speaking in tongues manifested in the early church was a result of 
being  filled with the Spirit. 

In the book of Acts, God, the Holy Spirit, transcends the law with grace. The book of Acts is a transition from 
law to grace, from Judaism to Christ and His church. The baptism with the Spirit is a change in the old order 
of separation between Jew and Gentile. By means of the baptism with the Holy Spirit the two entities become 
one in the body of Christ. Both Jewish and Gentile believers are "members in particular." The day of Pentecost 
is the dawn of a new day, a new order, a new body. It is the body of Christ, His Church, His Bride. Believers of 
the "Church Age" are incorporated — given a new body. Jewish believers and Gentile believers are "fused to-
gether" by faith in Christ to make up a new body. The Holy Spirit baptism, on the day of Pentecost created a new 
(Christ's) body. 

We have already seen that I Corinthians 12:12 relates that there is only one body that has many members. Of 
course those members are all believers (both Jew and Gentile), of this dispensation of grace. — this church age. 
I Corinthians 12:13 reads, "For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body." Not only is this phrase "are 
we all baptized" in the aorist tense; but it is also in the passive voice, showing that the subject is being acted 
upon. Thus, it is something that God does for us. It is not something that we can do for ourselves. Therefore, it is 
not something that we can experience, or anything that we can improve upon. It is not something for us to seek. 

There were two ministries of the Holy Spirit performed on the day of Pentecost. One was the baptism with the 
Holy Spirit and the other was the filling "with the Holy Spirit." They are two different ministries. The filling with 
the Holy Spirit has to do with the control by the Spirit over the believer. It has to do with the Holy Spirit direct-
ing in the life of the believer who is yielded to the Holy Spirit. It has to do with the daily walk of the believer. 
True believers are commanded to be filled with the Holy Spirit in Ephesians 5:18. But no where in scripture is the 
believer commanded or encouraged to be baptized with the Spirit. 

I Corinthians 12:18 Paul says, "For by one Spirit are well all baptized into one body." This is a positional truth, 
not an experiential truth. The baptism with the Holy Spirit is that act of God whereby believers in the church age 
are placed into a body which is referred to as the church. 

There are those who have erroneously referred to the baptism with the Spirit as a water baptism. But in its con-
text. I Corinthians 12:13 is not talking about water baptism as a prerequisite to local church membership. Local 
church membership is not the subject of I Corinthians 12:13. Water baptism is what we do. The baptism in view 
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here is something done for us, in which we are recipients of what the Holy Spirit has done for us. "Are baptized" 
is in the passive voice, with the subject (believers) being acted upon by the Holy Spirit. 

Within the one body of Christ, the body of believers, there should be no schisms (division) as we are told in 
I Corinthians 12:25. We are to have the same care (concern) for one another. Jews receiving Christ should be 
members of local assemblies (churches) of Christian believers. There should not be saved Jews outside the fel-
lowship of the saints. There should be no such divisions or schism. For there is no more separation between Jew 
and Gentile. As believers, both Jew and Gentile are one in Christ. 

The Apostle Paul, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit says, in verse twenty-eight: "And God hath set some in the 
church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, gov-
ernments, diversities of tongues." Here we have gifts given to the church by the Holy Spirit. 

In I Corinthians 12:29,30, Paul goes on to say: are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all work-
ers of miracles? Have all the gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? As indicated earlier in 
verse four and verses eight through eleven, different gifts were given to different individuals as the Holy Spirit 
willed. Certainly not all believers are apostles (an office given only to a small select number in Jesus' time). Nei-
ther are all believers prophets, teachers, or workers of miracles. Not all believers spoke in tongues, or interpreted, 
or had gifts of healing. 

In Acts chapter two believers spoke in tongues, but no mention is given there concerning interpreters, nor is there 
mentioned any gift of interpreting. However, in I Corinthians, chapter twelve, you have "interpreters" mentioned. 
In the book of Acts, the holy Spirit enabled believers to speak and be heard in various tongues (languages) without 
the aid of interpreters. In the book of I Corinthians, that ability no longer existed. In the book of I Corinthians an 
interpreter is needed, because there was a deterioration of the gift of speaking in tongues. As we shall see in the 
latter part of I Corinthians chapter thirteen, the gift of speaking in tongues gradually ceased to exist. When the 
purpose and need for speaking in tongues, as revealed in the Book of Acts, was accomplished, the decline in the 
legitimate use of tongues began. This gradual withdrawal and decline of the gift of speaking in tongues resulted 
in disturbances and disorderliness as mentioned in I Corinthians 14:33. 

In I Corinthians 12:31, Paul discourages believers in the use of gifts mentioned in verses 29 and 30, and per-
suades them to fix their desire on better gifts: In verse 27, Paul says, "but covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet 
shew I unto you a more excellent way." After mentioning the gifts of miracles, healings, and tongues, Paul says, 
"covet earnestly the best gifts.' This word "covet" comes from the Greek word"zalao" which means "earnestly 
desire to manifest." In other words, the Holy Spirit gives various gifts individually as he wills, and as we have 
a gift, we should earnestly desire to manifest that gift that we have, that gift the Holy Spirit has already given to 
us. Yet, today we have many people who say that we "ought to covet the best gift which is the gift of speaking 
in tongues." No! That is not what it is saying at all. If we were to covet the gift of speaking in tongues, then this 
word "covet" would have to be translated from the Greek word "zateo" which means "to seek for" or "to seek 
after." But that word "zateo" is not used here. The word used here is the Greek word "zalao" meaning "to ear-
nestly desire to manifest." So, as a believer is given a gift by the Holy Spirit, the believer is to "earnestly desire 
to manifest" that gift given by the Holy Spirit.. 

LOVE, NOT TONGUES IS THE MORE EXCELLENT WAY 
(An Exposition of I Corinthians Chapter Thirteen) 

Paul expounds on the theme of "love" in I Corinthians 13:1-7. In verse eight Paul says, "Charity (love) never 
faileth (will never end); but whether there be prophecies they shall fail; whether there be knowledge, it shall 
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vanish away." Some words should be compared with "fail." Undeline that phrase "vanish away" in verse eight 
"Whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away." 

Notice verses nine and ten: "For we know in part, and we propesy in part. But when that which is perfect is 
come, then that which is in part shall be done away." Underline that phrase "done away" in verse ten. 

In verse eleven, the Apostle Paul says, "When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought 
as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things." Underline that phrase "put away" in verse 
eleven. 

Now note in your Bible (KJV) again these words and phrases which you have just underlined: "fail" in verse 
eight, "vanish away" in verse eight, "done away" in verse ten, and "put away" in verse eleven. Each one of these 
words (that you have underlined) is translated from the same Greek word "kataregeo" which means "to abolish, 
to destroy, to make void." 

Go back to verse eight "Charity never faileth." (That is to say, love never fails, never ends): "but whether there 
be prophecies, they shall fail." (In other words prophecies shall be abolished, be destroyed, they will be done 
away with), whether there be tongues, they shall "cease." This word "cease" is very interesting word, which liter-
ally means "to drop away." This word "cease" is in the middle voice indicating that the subject is being acted upon 
in reference to self, indicating a willing cessation. Tongues will come to an end of themselves. And so it did. As 
we look at early church history, they spoke in tongues. Later interpreters were added and tongues ceased. In this 
present church age there has been a reappearance of speaking in tongues. This speaking in tongues is not of the 
same kind as produced by the Holy Spirit in the early church. 

In I Corinthians 13:8 we are told that, "whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away." Yes, prophecies 
and knowledge will come to an end. In the early part of the church age, as prophecies were being given, as the 
Holy Spirit gave the word, as the Word of God was being written, as the scriptures were coming into being with 
knowledge being imparted, as knowledge was being added, we had a partial knowledge. But when the canon of 
scripture was closed, we had a completed knowledge given to us. The scriptures are now completed and are not 
to be added to. I Corinthians 13:9 says, "For we know in part (we had a partial knowledge), we prophesy in part. 

Verse ten reads, "But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away." What is 
going to be done away? What is going to be abolished, made void, destroyed? The prophecies, the partial knowl-
edge is going to be done away. When is this to take place? When that which is perfect is come. People who er-
roneously interpret this passage believe "that which perfect" refers to Jesus Christ.. He is perfect, so when Christ 
returns these things shall be done away. No! It is not referring to Christ our Lord. "But when that which is perfect 
is come" refers to the Word of God, the completed canon of scripture. Note the word "perfect" in I Corinthians 
13:10. In James 1:25 the Word of God is referred to as "the  perfect law of liberty." 

"When that which is perfect is come" refers to the "perfect law of liberty," the Word of God. Furthermore, the 
word "perfect" in I Corinthians 13:10 is in the neuter gender. Therefore, it is not a person, but a thing. Thus, it is 
not Jesus Christ (the incarnate Word, but the written Word. 

"When that which is perfect is come, when that which is complete is come, when the canon of scripture is come, 
then that which is partial (prophecies and knowledge) shall be done away. So, today we have no prophets, no 
added revelation. There is no need for visions and voices, nor signs in these last days of the church age. 

"God who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in 
these last days spoken unto us by his Son..." (Hebrews 1:1-2a). God spoke to man in various ways (by voice, 
vision, and signs), by His prophets, then by His Son, and after the departure of the Son, the Holy Spirit commu- 
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nicated the Word of God to man. 

When Christ ascended to glory, He sent to us His Holy Spirit. The Lord Jesus Christ promised that when the 

Holy Spirit came, the Spirit would take the truths of Christ and show them unto His disciples: "I have yet many 

things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide 

you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself, but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will 

shew thee things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. All things 

that the Father bath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you." (John 16:12-

15) 

When the Holy Spirit came, he inspired, directed and caused certain disciples to write: "All scripture is given by 

inspiration of God" (literally: "is God breathed.") — II Timothy 3:16). The scriptures have God as their source. 

The scriptures are not the mere words of men, they are "God breathed," they are the very words of God. Peter, 

writing by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, declares this truth in II Peter 1:16-21. In verses sixteen and seventeen, 

Peter declares the eyewitness report of the voice of God that came from heaven when Peter, James and John were 

with the Lord Jesus on the mount of transfiguration. The voice declared, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 

well pleased." But in comparison to the very voice of God, Peter declares in verses nineteen and twenty: "We have 

also a more sure word (a more confirmed word) of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a 

light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts; Knowing this first, that 

no prophecy of the scripture is (is come into being, is come into existence) of any private interpretation." (deci-

sion: translated from epiluseo with the root word epiluo, meaning "to determine, to decide." 

II Peter 1:20-21 has nothing to do with the subject of hermeneutics (the biblical methods of interpreting the 

Bible). Rather, this portion of scripture has to do with the subject of biblical inspiration (the origin of the written 

Word of God. The scriptures did not come about because some men determined that they would write, or because 

some men determined that they would write and the scriptures were the result. Oh, no! "For the prophecy came 

not of old time (at any time) by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved (borne along, 

impelled) by the Holy Ghost." (II Peter 1:21). The Word of God, whether spoken or written, was not the product 

of men. The Word of God was the product of the Holy Spirit. 

It is important for us to realize that the Bible is the Word of God, and therefore it, and it alone, is the only reli-

able source of truth for faith and practice in the life of true believers (Christians). So, according to the Bible, the 

perfect law of liberty, when that which is perfect has come, "then that which is in part shall be done away." (I 

Corinthians 13:10). 

The Apostle Paul, writing by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, in I Corinthians 13:11 says, "When I was a child, I 

spake as a child, I understood as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things." Certain things in 

the Christian life, in the early church, were given for its own benefit and for its early growth and development. 

There are many things, certain toys, that are proper for a child. But when a child becomes a man, they are no 

longer proper. They are to be left behind, because he is coming into a stage of maturity. In the early church, many 

things were given to the church in its infancy for its early growth and development. But these things are no longer 

with the church today. 

Paul says, ".... when I became a man, I put away childish things." The phrase  put away comes from the Greek 

word as does the phrase done away used in verse ten; and the word fail used in verse eight; (whether there be 

prophecies, they shall fail), and the phrase vanish away, (whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away). It 

is the Greek word "katarego " meaning "to abolish, to do away, to make void," Paul said "I put away childish 

things." Things that were conducive to proper and early childhood stages of growth and development were put 

away as maturity came. 
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Now, we look at these phrases: fail, vanish away, done away and put away — these childish things, these things 
that were for the church in its immature stage, its child developing stage, these things were partial and were to be 
done away with when the Word of God became complete. Prophesy, knowledge, and speaking in tongues would 
fail, vanish away, be done away, put away when God's full revelation to man was consummated. 

The phrases: fail, vanish away, be done away, put away, are translated from the word kataregeo. I repeat this 
because, I want to compare verses of scripture where this same word is used and notice particularly how it is 
translated and used. 

I Corinthians 15:26 is a verse dealing with the subject of the resurrection of the dead.. It says, "The last enemy 
that shall be destroyed is death." The word destroyed here is the same Greek word kataregeo that is translated in 
I Corinthians 13:8-11 as vanish away, done away and put away. The Bible speaks of the day of resurrection, after 
which there will be no more death for the believer, but only life forever. Death will be done away, abolished,. That 
is how that word is used. 

Also, that same Greek word kataregeo is used in II Thessalonians 2:8, where it tells about that wicked one, (the 
anti-Christ). It says, "And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his 
mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming." The Lord shall destroy (literally do away, or render 
inoperative, As an act of God's judgement in which He will destroy that wicked one with the brightness of His 
coming. 

So, it is with the gift of tongues, it shall be done away, vanish away, be abolished, made void, destroyed, made 
inoperative. It is prophesied that "speaking in tongues would cease. I Corinthians 13:8 says, ".... whether there be 
tongues, it shall cease." There will be a willing secession of speaking in tongues. It will drop away of its own ac-
cord: This is indicated be the word "cease" being in the middle voice — the subject being acted upon and in refer-
ence to self. It did not cease overnight. It was a gradual dropping away as indicated in Scripture and as revealed in 
early church history. The gradualness with which speaking in tongues ceased, was due to the fact that the cannon 
of scripture was added to piece by piece and ended with the book of the Revelation. As this time grew close, the 
Holy Spirit led the Apostle Paul to discourage speaking in tongues and prophesying its termination. 

In I Corinthians 13:12 Paul goes on to say, "For now we see through a glass darkly, but then face to face Now 
I know in part (he has a partial knowledge now); but then shall I know even as I am known." (He will then have 
full knowledge). 

In verse thirteen Paul says, "And now abideth, faith, hope, charity. these three; but the greatest of these is char-
ity." The Holy Spirit, through the Apostle Paul, is telling us: of the three (faith, hope and charity), the greatest is 
charity (love). Love is greater than faith, and love is greater than hope. We now have hope. We have a great ex-
pectation, but rather, we will live in the fulfillment and reality of hope, for hope will be done away. We now have 
faith in which, we look forward to the fulfillment of many promises given to us as believers. We have faith and 
are confident in the Word of God, but one of these days we will not walk by faith. Faith will be realized. We will 
see Christ our Lord and forever be with Him. Love will never cease. When the believer is taken to be with the 
Lord, when the church age is consummated, when the body of Christ, His bride, the church is with the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to ever be with the Lord, there will be love and adoration for the Savior. Love is eternal. Faith and hope 
are not. And so love is the greatest. Therefore, in I Corinthians 14:4 Paul admonishes us to "Follow after charity," 
Follow after love. It is the "most excellent way." 

The person for which tongues was given as revealed in the book of Acts was that, Jewish believers would be 
instructed and convinced that God was accepting, saving, and adding to the church, Gentile believers too. That 
purpose has ended. According to the Word of God, speaking in tongues was a temporary, partial, early church 
development stage gift that ended when the Word of God was communicated to man in its conclusion. 
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PAUL DISCOURAGES SPEAKING IN TONGUES 
(I Corinthians 14:1-26) 

In First Corinthians chapter fourteen, verse one, Paul commands and admonishes believers to "follow after 
charity (or love). To "follow after love" is profound in meaning. It reveals the persistent dedication and conse-
crated effort of an uneasy, difficult task. The Greek word "dokete" means "to follow after, to pursue, to persecute.' 
This is the word Paul uses in I Corinthians 14:1 where it is translated "follow after." It is a very forceful word. 

This can be seen by comparing it with Paul's use of the same Greek word that he uses three times in Philippians 
chapter three: In Philippians 3:6 Paul says, "Concerning zeal persecuting the church..." The word "persecute" is 
the same Greek word used in I Corinthians translated "follow after." 

Again, in Philippians 3:12 concerning the difficult pursuit of knowing Christ, the power of His resurrection, 
the fellowship of His sufferings, and being conformable unto His death, Paul says, "I follow after." It is the same 
Greek verb translated "follow after" love. 

Again, in Philippians 3:14, Paul refers to the high calling of God in Christ, saying, "I press toward." The same 
word he used in I Corinthians 14:1 translated there "follow after." 

"Persecuting" the church, I "follow after," and" I "press toward," shows a compassionate devotion with which 
Paul consecrated his powers to the zealous pursuit of his goals. It is the same strong, powerful, forceful word that 
Paul uses when he says, "Follow after charity." (I Corinthians 14:1). The believer is called upon to consecrate 
his power to a passionate devotion in attaining the mastery of following after "the most excellent way," to "fol-
low after charity." The believer is called upon to consecrate his powers to a passionate devotion in attaining the 
mastery of following after "the most excellent way," to "follow after love." 

In our pursuit after love, Paul says that we ought to "desire spiritual gifts." Of all the spiritual gifts, Paul empha-
sizes the gift of prophecy — the gift of "telling forth the Word and will of God. It is the gift most calculated to best 
build up or to edify the church. Spiritual gifts are not given for the honor and glory of the one gifted. Spiritual gifts 
are for the purpose of building up, helping, and strengthening the church. This is loves concern. Paul had already 
said that, "love seeketh not her own" (I Corinthians 13:5). Love is not selfish. Love considers the best interest of 
others. No spiritual gift can better benefit others than the gift of prophecy. To exercise that gift will do the most for 
edifying and strengthening the church. To exercise the gift of prophecy, edifying the church, is "the most excellent 
way. " The gift of prophecy best expresses loves concern for others (concern for the church). 

Paul compares the superior gift of prophecy with that of speaking in tongues. In I Corinthians 14:2 Paul says, 
"For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; 
howbeit in the Spirit he speaketh mysteries." The word unknown is in italics in the King James Version, indicat-
ing that it is a word not in the original Greek manuscripts, but was supplied by the translators as an effort to aid 
in understanding. To "speak in tongues" always meant to speak in foreign language (not known to others) hence, 
was to speak in an "unknown tongue" or an "unknown language" — a language unknown or not understood by 
others. Therefore, Paul says, "For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God." 
Only God can understand him. It is without meaning to those of the congregation. 

Many claim that the speaking in tongues is not the normal speaking of another language like that expressed in 
the Book of Acts. They claim that the "speaking in tongues" mentioned in First Corinthians is an ecstatic utter-
ance, a "heavenly language," and was a gift used only for addressing or talking to God. But that is not what Paul 
is stating. Paul said, "For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man 
understandeth him..." The "unknown tongue" was 'another language"," a language foreign to its present hearers. 
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Only God can understand him. It is without meaning to man. That another language, foreign to its hearers, is 
presented here as evidenced by its hearers needing an interpreter. Paul says in I Corinthians 14:27,28: "If any man 
speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most by three, and that of course; and let one interpret. But 
if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church; and let him speak to himself, and to God." 

In contrast to "speaking in tongues," Paul says, "But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and 
exhortation, and comfort. He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth 
the church." (I Corinthians 14:3,4). 

The major premise given in First Corinthians chapter fourteen is that: Prophesying is a more superior gift than 
tongues because it is edifying to others, and therefore best manifests love, which is "the most excellent way." In 
First Corinthians 14:5, Paul is gracious, and does not condemn those who are fascinated with the gift of tongues. 
But Paul clearly declares that there is something greater than speaking in tongues. Paul says, "I would that ye all 
spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with 
tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive edifying." 

Speaking in tongues profits others nothing unless it imparts revelation, knowledge, prophesy, or doctrine. Paul 
says, "Now, brethren, if I came unto you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you, except I shall speak to 
you either revelation, or by knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine." (I Corinthians 14:6). Prophesying 
(telling forth the Word of God) is more profitable to others, and necessitates having an interpreter. If one can ac-
complish speaking the Word of God without speaking in another language and having to have an interpreter — so 
much the better. 

Paul compares speaking in tongues with the making of sounds on musical instruments: "And even things with-
out life giving sound, whether pipe or harp, except they give a distinction in the sounds, how shall it be known 
what is piped or harped? For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare for battle? So likewise ye, 
except utter by the tongue words easy [significant] to be understood, how shall it be known what is spoken? for 
ye shall speak into the air. There are, it may be, so many kinds of voices in the world, and none of them is without 
signification. Therefore, if I know not the meaning of the voice, I shall be unto him that speaketh a barbarian, and 
he that speaketh shall be a barbarian unto me...." (I Corinthians 14:7-11). 

Various sounds can be produced from musical instruments. One must know the significance of the various 
sounds and make a distinction between those sounds in order for these sounds to convey any meaning. A trumpet 
may produce musical entertainment, announce revelry, sounds a warning, convey a message to bear arms, to pre-
pare for battle. It may be used to "sound a charge" or call a retreat. There are distinct sounds, not without meaning 
or signifiicance. "If the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the battle?" There must 
be a significance of the sound, and there must be a correct understanding of its meaning. "Likewise, except you 
utter by the tongue words of significant meaning to be understood, how shall it be known what is spoken? for ye 
shall speak unto the air." All the voices of the world have their significance; "Therefore, if I don't know the mean-
ing of the voice, I will be unto him that speaketh a barbarian (a foreigner), and he that speaketh will be a barbarian 
unto me." If a person speaks in a language not understood, it is without significance and meaning to the hearer. 

Paul says, "Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to the edifying 
of the church."(I Corinthians 14:12). The believers zeal ought to be exercised toward that which is edifying to 
the church. That excludes speaking in another tongue whereby others hear it without significance and meaning. 
"Wherefore [for this reason] let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray that he may interpret." (I Corin-
thians 14:13). Not only must there be an interpreter to give significance and meaning to speaking in an unknown 
language. But the same holds true for praying in an unknown language that is without an interpreter: "For if I pray 
in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful." (I Corinthians 14:14). 
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Paul says, "What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with understanding also: I will sing with 
the spirit, and I will sing with understanding also." I Corinthians 14:15). Singing and praying in the church needs 
to be done with understanding: "Else when thou shalt bless [praise in prayer] with the spirit, how shall he that oc-
cupieth the room of the unlearned say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing that he understandeth not what thou 
sayeth? For thou verily givest thanks well, but the other is not edified." (I Corinthians 14:16,17). 

Paul was an intellectual, and had learned to speak in various languages. It is possible that he also was enabled, 
by the Holy Spirit, to speak in languages in which he had no learning. At any rate he says, "I thank my God, I 
speak with tongues more than ye all: yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that 
by my voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue." (I Corinthians 14:18,19). 
Speaking in tongues was nothing that the believers in Corinth had over Paul. He spake in tongues too, But it was 
no occasion for pride. It was far more important and desirable in him to speak in the church, and for others to 
understand and learn through his teaching. The outcome of any speaking in the church should be the edifying for 
the congregation. The emphasis is in understanding. The Believers at Corinth were challenged and admonished by 
Paul (by commandments) not to be immature (as children) in the matter of understanding. Believers ought to be 
like children — immature in the vices of sin such as malice, but in understanding be a "man" (be of mature age). 

The speaking in tongues in the assembly of believers without an interpreter was childish and considered im-
mature. It was not "the most excellent way." It was not zealous pursuit of love that had in mind the concern for 
others and their edification or spiritual growth and well being. Such speaking in tongues was without understand-
ing (14:2), was self-centered and not edifying to others (14:4), was an uncertain sound (14:8), a merely "speak-
ing into the air" (14:9), was without meaning (14:11), was unfruitful (14:14)_, taught no one (14:19) and was 
immature (14:20). 

There are today, as there were in Paul's day, those who think speaking in tongues is evidence of spiritual matu-
rity. Not so, says the Holy Spirit through the Apostle Paul. How immature it is to suppose that maturity is instan-
taneously wrought by a mere act of speaking in tongues. There is no short cut to spiritual maturity. There is no 
instantaneously produced maturity. To be mature is to come of age. It comes over a period of time, with learn-
ing, with experience, with Christian service. One can not be considered mature until he has love well developed 
within himself. Love is patient endurance, is kind, is not envious, is not rash, is not prideful, is not hurtful to one's 
neighbor, is not self seeking, is not easily provoked, thinks no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the 
truth, beareth all things, is not suspicious in nature, patiently and cheerfully endures all things (see I Corinthians 
13:4-7). Love conquers selfishness, ill-temper, and unites those divided which hinder the maturing of good fel-
lowship in the church. 

Just as malice is no part of maturity, even so, speaking in tongues within the assembly, without interpretation is 
not being mature. Real maturity, is based on love that provides for the edification of fellow believers. "Wherefore 
[for this reason] let him that speaketh pray that he may interpret. (I Corinthians 14:13). Wherefore, "follow after 
charity" (I Corinthians 14:1). Because, "he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and 
comfort " (I Corinthians 14:3). Therefore, ".... greater is he that prophecieth than he that speaketh with tongues, 
except he interpret, that the church may receive edifying." (I Corinthians 14:5). 

Of all the churches mentioned in the New Testament, the Church at Corinth, was the least spiritual. The sinful-
ness of this church was so great that Paul had to write two letters to them. And while scolding and instructing 
them, Paul wrote concerning their sinful plight: "The rest will I set in order when I come." (I Corinthians 11:34). 
Paul needed to write and visit them to help straighten them out. The Church at Corinth was guilty of every sin 
imaginable. The people backslid, were corrupted, and spiritually bankrupt, Paul wrote concerning their lack of 
spirituality, their need to be loving, their lack of doctrinal knowledge and rebuked them for all manner of sins. 
Though they spoke in tongues, they had no room for boasting of any spirituality, nor any spiritual maturity. 
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In I Corinthians 14:21,22) it says, "In the law it is written, with men of other tongues and other lips will I speak 
to this people ; and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord. Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to 
them that believe, but to them that believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them 
which believe." 

The Apostle Paul is referring to Isaiah chapter 28, verses eleven and twelve. The nation Israel was the repository 
of the Word of God. It was to Israel that God had given His Word. But they had killed (stoned) the prophets. They 
rejected God's message and God's messengers. Then they rejected the Lord Jesus Christ, the Living Word of God 
incarnate. So, in judgement upon Israel, they would now hear the message of God in other tongues — Gentile 
tongues. This prophesy began fulfillment in the early church and continues today. It will continue throughout the 
church age, until God again deals with Israel in the tribulation period. These tongues were for a sign. "For the 
Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom." (I Corinthians 1:22). Tongues were given to the unbeliev-
ing , doubting Jews as a sign. In the beginning of the church age, the early church was made up of mostly Jews. It 
was to the early church that Paul wrote, contrasting tongues with prophesying: "Wherefore tongues are for a sign, 
not to them that believe, but to them that believe not." [Tongues are for unbelievers]; but prophesying serveth not 
for them that believeth not, but for them which believe." [Prophesying is for believers]. 

Within the local assembly of believers, prophesying edified the majority. Jewish believers speaking in Gentile 
tongues had a fulfillment of prophesy for the majority of unbelieving Jews in the congregation. Paul, thus, gives 
another reason for the superiority of prophesy over that of speaking in tongues. So, again Paul discredits the gift 
of tongues. 

Even though speaking in tongues was for unbelievers, Paul said that, unbelievers and those unlearned will take 
a dim view of speaking in tongues: "If therefore the whole church be come together into one place, and all speak 
with tongues, and there come in those that are unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not say that ye are mad?" (I 
Corinthians 14:23). Of course, this reaction was also given on the day of Pentecost. (See Acts 2:12-15). 

Paul says that tongues are for unbelievers and that they would respond negatively. He goes on to say that, 
prophesying is for believers, but it would also be beneficial and profitable to the unbeliever. He may be con-
victed, convinced, and turn to God. Paul says, "If all prophesy, and there comes in one that believeth not, or one 
unlearned, he is convinced of all, he is judged of all and thus are the secrets of his heart made manifest; and so 
falling down on his face he will worship God, and report that God is in you of a truth." (I Corinthians 14:24,25). 
So, prophecy is superior to tongues in their relationship to unbelievers as well as believers, even though tongues 
were for unbelievers. 

"How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, 
hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying." (I Corinthians 14:26). All have 
gifts, the gifts are different. Whatever gift is exercised is to be done "unto edifying." 

In I Corinthians 14:1-26, Paul discourages speaking in tongues as an inferior gift. In I Corinthians 14:27-40, 
Paul puts limits and restrictions on the use of speaking in tongues. 
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I CORINTHIANS 14:27-40 
PAUL LIMITS AND RESTRICTS THE USE OF SPEAKING IN TONGUES 

After having commanded that: "Let everything be done unto edifying," Paul limits and restricts the use of tongues to insure the edification of the church (verse 26). and to diminish the confusion that had been prevailing in 
the church (verse 33). With the God given authority of an Apostle to the Church, Paul writes by inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit and limits speaking in tongues to two or at most three persons with but one interpreter. The speaking and interpreting were also limited to men. "If any man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most 
three, and that by course: and let one interpret." (I Corinthians 14:27). To speak in a tongue without an interpreter 
would not be edifying to others; therefore, it was prohibited. "But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence 
in the church, and let him speak to himself, and to God." (I Corinthians 14:28). 

There must be control exerted in the use of gifts. The gifts mentioned in I Corinthians 14:26 must be regulated. 
This is mentioned explicitly in verses 32, 33, and 49. Not only is this true of speaking in tongues, but it is also true 
of the other gifts as well. For Paul also limits the prophets to two or three speaking and one discerning: "Let the prophets speak, two or three, and let the other judge" (discern — I Corinthians 14:29). 

Not only is prophecy preferred above speaking in tongues, but revelation was to have pre-eminence over proph-
ecy. Prophecy (the expounding of God's Word) was necessary to edify the saints, but revelation (the imparting of new knowledge) was given first place during this transitional period when the early church was receiving added 
revelation before the canon of Scripture was closed. So, Paul says: "If anything be revealed to another that sitteth 
by, let the first hold his peace. For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted." 
(I Corinthians 14:30,31). For the one prophesying to yield to one who has a revelation, reveals control in keeping 
with Paul's regulation of the matter. This principle is further enlarged by Paul's statement: "And the spirits of the 
prophets are subject to the prophets." (I Corinthians 14:32). 

To diminish confusion and increase peace, Paul commands further limitations for an orderly congregational 
meeting, the restriction of women from public speaking. "Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law. And if they will learn anything, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church." 
(I Corinthians 14:34,35). 

Paul questions whether the believers at Corinth were the source of God's Word, or whether they were only the recipients of God's Word: "What came the word of God out from you? or came it unto you only?" (I Corinthians 14:36). 

The words that Paul spoke (and wrote) were authoritative. The words were given to him by the Lord. God had 
given his Word to Paul as His messenger, and His Apostle to His Church. It was not just the mouthings of a man. Paul says, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, "If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him ac-
knowledge that the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord." (I Corinthians 14:37). 

It was therefore, God's command that speaking in tongues was discouraged and the exercise of the various gifts 
were being regulated. If anyone disbelieved or disputed that fact, he was ignoramt: "But if any man be ignorant, 
let him be ignorant." (I Corinthians 14:38). Paul is not here alluding to those who, in ignorance, do not know the 
Word of God. But the reference here is to those who fail or refuse to acknowledge the commandments of the Word 
of God. For one to refuse to acknowledge the Word (commands) of God, is to reject both the Word of God and the God of the Word. Such an one, restricts confines and imprisons himself in the confines of ignorance. There is 
peril in not knowing and in refusing to know. 
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Speaking in tongues was abused and was creating disorder in the backslidden church at Corinth. Paul had an-
nounced that speaking in tongues was "to cease," to be "done away." But for the time being the Holy Spirit al-
lowed its continuance. Paul said, "Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak in tongues." 
(I Corinthians 14:39). Many charismatics today refer to this verse saying, "See, the Scriptures says 'forbid not to 
speak with tongues.'" They conclude from this verse that speaking in tongues is for this present day. 

Many years ago the charismatic movement was infiltrating the Associated Gospel Churches. Its founder, A.B. 
Simpson, wrote a pamphlet in which he said that, the position he would take and that the Associated Gospel 
Churches ought to take, is that of First Corinthians 14:39. "We should forbid not to speak in tongues." So, the 
tongues movement became entrenched in the Associated Gospel Churches. In later years, A.B. Simpson regretted 
that position. 

First Corinthians was written about 55 A.D. The book of James and the book of Galatians were the only books 
written before the writing of First Corinthians. So, this book of First Corinthians was one of the earliest of the 
New Testament books. At that time the gift of tongues was still in vogue, was still being exercised by the Holy 
Spirit. Therefore, "forbid them not to speak with tongues" in 55 A.D. But it would be done away when the Bible 
came to completion. The Bible was not yet completed. The writing of the Apostle Paul here to the Corinthian 
Church was one of the first three books of the New Testament to be written. There were other books yet to be writ-
ten. The canon of Scripture was not yet completed at that time. Divine revelation had not yet been fully given. So, 
"forbid them not" in 55 A.D. But speaking in tongues would "cease." The phrase "shall cease" is in the middle 
voice indicating that it would be a willing cessation. "... whether there be tongues, they shall cease. — (I Corinthi-
ans 13:8). Speaking in tongues would come to an end of its own accord. It would drop away. And that is exactly 
what happened. No one is recorded in Scripture as speaking in tongues after the first generation of churches. No 
reference is made in subsequent books of the New Testament being dealt with by the Apostle Paul in his second 

Corinthian letter. Speaking in tongues passed off the scene shortly after 60 A.D. 

In the latter days of this church age, there has been a "revival" or renewal of speaking in tongues. It brings 
sorrow to observe Satan, as a counterfeiter, working in the church. Satan said that he would be "like the most 
High."[God] — (Isaiah 14:14) 

As we look at the various counterfeits of Satan, we can see that whatever God has, Satan has a counterfeit for it. 
Satan has a strategy of religion. He has counterfeited Christianity through religious principles. True Christianity 
is not a religion; it is a relationship with God through faith in Jesus Christ. Religion is man's humanistic seeking 
the approbation of God through his own plans, works, merits, and systems. 

Satan's principles of religion has many counterfeits: 

1 counterfeit gospel — II Corinthians 4:3,4. 
2 counterfeit ministers — II Corinthians 11:13-15. 
3 counterfeit doctrine — I Timothy 4:1. 
4 counterfeit communion table — I Corinthians 190:19-21. 
5 counterfeit spirituality — Galatians 3:2,3. 
6 counterfeit righteousness — Matthew 19:16-28; Romans chapters 3 & 4. 
7 counterfei method of living — Matthew 23:13-36. 
8 counterfeit deceiving miracles — I Thessalonians 2:8-10. 
9 counterfeit gods — II Thessalonians 2:3,4. 
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Where God had a plan and a program in the early church, of speaking in tongues, Satan has a counterfeit for it. 
As we look about us today and see those involved in speaking in tongues, we see that it is not those who can be 
said to be fundamental Bible believing separatist (Christians in the true biblical sense). But we see that the tongues 
movement today is one of the greatest tools of Satan for building the one world harlot religious church system 
mentioned in the book of the Revelation where it is condemned. God says he will judge that system. 

Where ecumenical religious leaders cannot get together and join together; cannot merge their various religious 
organizations on a doctrinal basis, they can, an do so, on the basis of speaking in tongues. Thus, experience sup-
percedes doctrine (Bible truth). As a result, speaking in tongues is one of the eccumenical motivators that exists to-
day in Christendom. People are getting together on the basis of speaking in tongues. Roman Catholics, protestants, 
(who have lost their protests long ago), those of the cults, some who make no profession or pretention of being 
Christian, pagan (heathen) religionists adhering to Hinduism, and Buddhism are all speaking in tongues. People 
who deny the virgin birth and Deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, are speaking in tongues. How can that be of God? 

The Holy Spirit came upon those who were believers and caused them to speak in tongues in the beginning of 
the church age. It is a far cry from what we see today. Today, there is much speaking in tongues that is directly 
of Satan, as evidenced by heathen, pagan, idolatrous religionists involved in speaking in tongues. Also, there are 
evidently much false, fake, and fraud within the tongues movement. I recall many years ago when Dr. George 
Lanning Johnson related to us students that, two baptist ministerial students had gone to a tongues-healing meet-
ing. They were together, but entered the auditorium separately and took seats on opposite sides of the auditorium 
from one another, as if they were separate, alone, an unknown to one another. 

There was the speaking in tongues and the interpretation of tongues. One of the students got up in the course of 
the meeting and spoke and then sat down. Someone arose and said, "I have the interpretation for that," and told 
what the interpretation was. The ministerial student then arose and said, "No, that is not the correct interpretation. 
I was quoting John 3:16 in the Greek." Of course that greatly disturbed the meeting. Later, the other student arose, 
spoke and sat down. An interpreter got up and gave his interpretation. Then the preacher-boy arose and said, "No, 
that is not what I said at all. I was quoting from Isaiah 53:6, in the Hebrew. That all but broke up the meeting, with 
the two students being kicked out. Certainly these interpreters were frauds. Likewise, much of today's speaking 
in tongues is as fraudulent as is much of the so-called "interpretation." 

Although much of the tongues-interpretation is fraud and fakery, there is some of it that actually takes place. 
Much of it due to psychological reaction as an ecstatic experience. In some instances some are "helped" to speak 
in tongues by others present. They are encouraged and helped by being told to make a certain sound. After be-
ing told, "now make this sound" They are then told , "now do it faster, faster." Attempts are made to get one to" 
loosen his tongue" and try to get his tongue to speak in tongues. Also,with loud, excitable music, and an intense 
desire to speak in tongues, it is possible to stir up a kindled emotion that is susceptible to a hypnotic state where 
the mind is mesmerized and speaking in so-called "tongues" is induced. But this is not what took place in the early 
church. This is not what took place in the book of Acts. Making some sound, then being told to do it faster and 
faster until one speaks in tongues is hardly "Holy Spirit induced." How utterly ridiculous! And that is spirituality? 

Not only is much of the present day tongues speaking due to out-right fraud and psychological reaction, but 
much is also due no doubt to demonic activity. (Demon possession in case of unbelievers, and demon obsession 
in the case of believers). When a person gives himself over to something, submitting totally to something, to the 
spirit of the thing, he is in a dangerous position. By the way, herein lies the danger of submitting oneself to hyp-
nosis or hypnotic suggestion. Such an one yields himself to be controlled by forces not of God. 

I recall an incident where a pastor and a missionary went to a tongues-healing meeting. There was a woman who 
spoke in "a tongue," which was" interpreted" erroneously. The missionary related to the pastor friend that, "That 
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woman is cursing God." He told what language and dialect that was being used. There was no evident intention 
on the part of the woman to curse or blaspheme God, and she appeared to be quite unaware that she was doing so. 

As we look at various isolated incidents, we can see that these things can take place and we can say, "Sure, I 
can see this is false, and that is wrong, and this is not scriptural, and this is not of God." And yet, in the ranks of 
those who speak in tongues, it can be said by some: "Of course there are some that are not legitimate; but there 
are some who are legitimate." But looking at the issue strictly from a scriptural point of view only, and realizing 
that the Word of God is final for faith and practice of true believers, we must remain separate from the tongues 
movement. As the prophet Isaiah said, "To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, 
it is because there is no light in them." (Isaiah 2:20) According to the law (the writings of Moses) and according 
to the written testimony of the prophets (the rest of the Old Testament); if they speak not according to this word 
(God's Word), it is because there is no light in them." 

If a person speaks or teaches contrary to the Word of God, (Old and New Testament), then he is not speaking 
or practicing that which is scriptural. The Scriptures have the Holy Spirit as its author. The Holy Spirit will never 
cause (or lead) an individual to go contrary to His Word. 

According to the Word of God, the speaking in tongues was a sign to the Jews given as evidence that the 
Gentiles had also been given the Holy Spirit as well as the Jews and that need has been fulfilled and is now 
past. 

As we look at the book of Acts we realize that the very purpose of that book is to reveal the fact that God 
was visiting the Gentiles and was "taking out a people for his name:' (Acts 15:14). The object of the dispensation 
of grace (the church age) is for God to visit the Gentiles, taking out of them a people for His name, building the 
church. Then, after that, he will return and begin to deal with the nation of Israel prophetically. 

According to the Jew, there is no way that they would believe that God would deal with the Gentile in the same 
manner that He does with the Jew. So, there was a transitional period of gradual turning from the Jew to the Gen-
tile. In the book of Acts, chapter two, we see the disciples speaking "to the Jews only" in the beginning of the 
church age. Then, later to the Samaritans (Jew — Gentile mix) , then to the Gentiles and lastly to the disciples of 
John the Baptist. 

In the book of Acts there are four representative groups that are mentioned that spoke in tongues, only four 
cases of speaking in tongues: 

1. Jews — Acts 2:1-11. 
2. Samaritans — Acts 8:14-17. 
3. Gentiles — Acts 10:43-47. 
4. Disciples of John [the Baptist] —Acts 19:1-6. 

The key verse in Acts is chapter 1:8: "But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part 
of the earth [Jews, Samaritans and Gentiles]." This verse found historical fulfillment in Acts. 

A companion verse is Acts 15:14 where the object of the dispensation of grace (church age) is given again: 
"Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name." In-
dividuals (Gentiles for the most part) is to complete the body of Christ (the Church), not to "bring in the Kingdom 
as some teach, not Kingdom building. Restored Israel will be used to establish God's Kingdom of Righteousness, 
only after the church age is completed, fulfilled. "And to this agree the words of the prophets: as it is written, 
"After this [only after "taking out a people for his name" — the church] I will return, and will build again the tab-
ernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will sit it up." (Acts 15:16) 
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This was prophesied by the prophet Amos: "In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and 
close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old. That they may 
possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen [Gentiles], which are called by my name, saith the Lord that 
doeth this." (Amos 9:11,12) And verse 15 goes on to say, "And I will plant them upon their land which I have 
given them, saith the Lord thy God." The prophet Hosea, stated, "Afterward shall the children of Israel return, 
and seek the Lord their God, and David their King; and shall fear the Lord and his goodness in the latter days." 
(Hosea 3:5). Isreal's return to their land is yet future. When that transpires, they "shall fear the Lord and his 
goodness in the latter days." They are not "fearing the Lord and His goodness" today, but will at the end of the 
tribulation period, at the beginning of the millennium. After the church age, God will deal with Israelites specifi-
cally in judgement, and the whole world generally, in the tribulation period; after which God will deal with Israel 
in the millennia reign of Christ: "When Shilo [Christ] come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be." 
(Genesis 49:10). When Christ comes, returns, He will re—gather Israel. That is yet to come, after the tribulation 
period, at the beginning of the Millennium. It is a future event prophesied: (See Ezekiel 20:33-38): "As I live, 
saith the Lord GOD, surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out, will I rule 
over you: (20:33) And I will bring you out from the people, and will gather you out of the countries wherein ye are 
scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out. (20:34) And I will bring you 
into the wilderness of the people, and there will I plead with you face to face (20:35) Like as I pleaded with your 
fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so will I plead with you, saith the Lord GOD. (20:36) And I will 
cause you to pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the covenant:(20:37) And I will purge out 
from among you the rebels, and them that transgress against me: I will bring them forth out of the country where 
they sojourn, and they shall not enter into the land of Israel: and ye shall know that I am the LORD." (20:38). 
After the tribulation judgments, a remnant will be left and saved. 

In verses 41-44: "I will accept you with your sweet savour, when  I bring you out from the people, and gather 
you out of the countries wherein ye have been scattered; and I will be sanctified in you before the heathen. { Gen-
tiles] (20:41). And  ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall bring you into the land of Israel, into the 
country for the which I lifted up mine hand to give it to your fathers.  (20:42) And there shall ye remember your 
ways, and all your doings, wherein ye have been defiled;  and ye shall lothe yourselves in your own sight for all 
your evils that ye have committed.  (20:43) And ye shall know that I am the LORD when I have wrought with 
you for my name's sake, not according to your wicked ways, nor according to your corrupt doings, 0 ye house 
of Israel, saith the Lord GOD." (20:44). This is yet future. It did not take place in 1948 when land was set 
apart for Israel 

This truth is also presented in the New Testament (Matthew chapter 24, which deals with the tribulation period: 
" Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, 
and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: (24:29) And then shall appear 
the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son 
of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. (24:30). And he shall send his angels with a 
great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, [four directions] from one 
end of heaven to the other." (24:31). 

In the Book of Acts, we see the early church being made up of Jews, with Gentiles being added. We are told in 
the book of Ephesians that the wall of separation, separating the Jew and Gentile, was being torn down by God 
Himself. In Ephesians 2:11, the Apostle Paul says, "Wherefore remember, that ye being in times past Gentiles in 
the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision, by that which is called the Circumcision made by hands; That at that 
time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of 
promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: The Gentiles had no part with Israel. They had no part 
with the covenants of Israel and God. The Gentiles had none of the promises and blessings of Israel. "They were 
"without Christ" and "having no hope and without God in the world." (Ephesians 2:12). Paul continues, "But 
now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ." (Ephesians 2:13) 
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Paul goes on to say, "For he is our peace, who hath made both [Jew and Gentile] one, and hath broken down this 
middle wall of partition between us; Having abolished, in his flesh, the enmity, even the law of commandments; 
contained in ordinances; for to make himself of twain one new man, so making peace; And that he might reconcile 
both [Jew and Gentile] unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby;" (Ephesians 2:14-16). 

Between Jew and Gentile was a wall of Old testament commandments and ordinances separating the two, for-
bidding their coalition. But Christ abolished this wall. By dying on the cross, Christ abolished the Old Testament 
order of law, commandments, and ordinances, given only to the Jew (the nation of Israel), that had separated the 
Jew from the Gentile. Christ made of Himself "one new man" a new body, a new order (inclusive of both Jew 
and Gentile) thereby making peace. 

Jesus Christ has created a new man. Today, we not only have the nation Israel (the Jew) and the Gentiles, but we 
now have also the Church. Ephesians 2:16 says, "So that he might reconcile both [Jew and Gentile] unto God in 
one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby." Christ reconciled both Jew and Gentile in a new body, 
the body of Christ, the church, and this is the reason that Jews that receive Christ ought to be members of a local 
church with Gentile brethren (believers) and not separate in strictly Jewish fellowships. 

Ephesians 2:17-18 says, "And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were 
nigh. (2:17) For through him we both [Jew and Gentile] have access by one Spirit unto the Father. (2:18) Now 
therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 
(2:19) And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner 
stone; (2:20) In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: (2:21) In 
whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. (2:22). That Gentiles in the body of 
Christ (the church, fellowcitizens with the saints and household of God) along with the Jewish believers (Chris-
tians) are no longer alienated, separated. The Gentile believer is no longer cut off from God, and has access to 
God the Father by the Holy Spirit as does the Jewish believer. This was a fantastic truth to the Christian Jew of 
the early church, because Jews were separate from the Gentiles, would have nothing to do with Gentiles, and did 
not accept Gentiles on an equal basis in their relationship to God. 

The gift of speaking in tongues was a sign to the Jewish believers that God was dealing with and accepting 
Gentile believers. "...because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of Holy Ghost." (Acts 10:45b). 
Paul prophesied in the early church that speaking in tongues would cease. "When that which is perfect, when that 
which is complete is come." We have that which is perfect, that which is complete. We have the Word of God, the 
complete canon of Scripture. After the first century church, there was no more speaking in tongues. 
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